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To All Who Read These Pages:

May God bless and encourage you as you ponder these various words.
May you read with the same care and concern that go with the great
sermon by the late Walter Burrell. May the articles bless and strengthen
your faith, and we prayerfully hope in each segment to glorify our blessed
Lord and Saviour.

Thank you for your prayers and support that make it possible for us
to send TheTheTheTheThe EagleEagleEagleEagleEagle to you each time. As the years come and go, we believe
it is more and more needful that we all dedicate our efforts to share the
Gospel with a world that continues the downward trend to ignore Jesus
Christ and oppose His blessed Word.

I know my time is short (I’m 81), however, the church may have a
short time also. The price is high to give time, treasure, and energy, but
the price to neglect so great salvation is many times higher. As a grand old
preacher once said to me:

“““““ YYYYYoung man, koung man, koung man, koung man, koung man, keep on keep on keep on keep on keep on keeping on for Jesus’ sakeeping on for Jesus’ sakeeping on for Jesus’ sakeeping on for Jesus’ sakeeping on for Jesus’ sake!”e!”e!”e!”e!”
God bless you.

IN HIS GRIP,

Tolbert Moore
Editor
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by Dr. Walter Burrell

Sept. 3, 1934 - Apr. 24, 2010

I do not propose to bring you
men of God anything new, but
I only want to remind you of

the Person of Whom these verses talk
to us. I pray that the Spirit of God will
make Him real in your heart and life to-
night and we will go away from here in
love with Him more than we have ever
been before. My prayer is that He will
be exalted.

You will find, if you read the Scrip-
ture, that, in the minds of those religion-
ists of His day, our Lord was something
of a mystery. They could not fully un-
derstand Him. He was a puzzle to them.
Remember that occasion when He was
in the temple conversing with the elders
and the rabbis? After He had gone away,
they said of Him, “What manner of man
is this?” Well it could be said, He is that
even today. Though mysterious as His
person may have been, yet He was the
most famous person then, and even now,
who has ever lived upon this earth.

In Matthew 4:24: “And his fame
went throughout all Syria. . . .” Mat-
thew 9:26: “And the fame hereof went
abroad into all that land.” Matthew

14:1: “At that time Herod the tetrarch
heard of the fame of Jesus.”

Yet, when you look at Him from
the human standpoint, the question arises,
“How do you account for His place in
history? How do you account for the
fame of the Son of God? How do you
account for Him being known in many
minds and hearts in our present day?”

Our Lord Jesus is still the famous
One after 2,000 years and more. Men
know of Him. Yet, He never accom-
plished anything that makes men famous
today. When we look at most persons
of fame, we can explain their fame.

But, explain to me about this One,
Jesus. Why are more books written about
Him than any other person who ever
walked this earth? Why have more art-
ists endeavored to paint the figure of
Christ than any other person?

He only lived 33 years. He was
unemployed, and yet, He became so well
known that He has actually changed and
shaped the course of man’s history on
earth. More people want to be like Him
than any other person. Even the unre-
generate would like to mimic His

kindness, generosity, and the effective-
ness of His life.

Millions were assembled this past
Lord’s day. Why did they come? They
came to hear men preach about this
Person. They came to hear prayers said
to Him. They came to fellowship around
His very person. How do you explain
that fact? How is it that millions gather
around the Lord’s table, sip the fruit of
the vine, and eat the unleavened bread
to remember this glorious, wondrous
Person?

Do you realize there are more
songs written about Him than any other
person? Blind Fanny Crosby is attributed
to have written over 500 hymns that
magnify and glorify the Person of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Millions of dollars
have been spent to erect thousands of
buildings around the world, in every
country, for the purpose of propagating
the Gospel, the Good News of Jesus
Christ.

Yet again, I ask, “What did He
do?” No man can explain.

He is quoted more than any other
person who has ever lived. Some men
quote Him today and do not know they
are quoting Him. “A house divided

“When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked the
disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? And they said,
Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or
one of the prophets. He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And
Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living
God.” —Matthew 16:13-16
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against itself cannot stand.” Most say,
Abe Lincoln said that. Look in your Bible
at Matthew 12:25. That was said a long
time before old Abe came along. I think
of our Lord’s words in Matthew 7:1,
“Judge not, that ye be not judged.”
You hear it quoted (and, oh yeah, misin-
terpreted). How many times have you
heard the quote: “Do unto others as
you would have them do unto you.”
Look at Luke 6:31: “And as ye would
that men should do to you, do ye also
to them likewise.” Men quote Him more
than any other person.

I think of renowned men of litera-
ture like Chaucer, Longfellow, Keats,
and Shelley. I think of John Bunyan’s
book entitled, Pilgrim’s Progress, that
has stirred so many. We know John
Bunyan for that work which he passed
on to us. Who of us has not heard of
Mark Twain and his writings about Tom
Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn? These
men are known for those particular rea-
sons. Yet, all of these in their literary
writings appear to be autistic when you
compare their words to what our Lord
Jesus had to say upon this earth. What
makes Him, then, so famous?

Do you realize that He was no
military hero? He was not General Dou-
glas MacArthur nor General Dwight D.
Eisenhower. He was no Ulysses S.
Grant, Robert E. Lee, nor George
Patton. He was no Alexander the Great
nor Napoleon Bonaparte. These men are
famous because of military conquests.

Some men are famously known
because of their scientific discoveries.
I think of Isaac Newton who discovered
gravity. I think of Thomas Edison who
invented the cursed telephone. Jonas
Salk discovered the cure for polio, and

thank God for this discovery that our Lord
made possible through this man and his
brilliancy.

Still, some are known for their ac-
cumulation of wealth. We know the
names of Rockefeller, Rothschild, Getty,
the modern-day Bill Gates, etc. These
men are known because they have ac-
quired so much wealth.

Some are known by reason of their
ability as architects. I think about the
man behind the building of St. Paul’s
Cathedral in London. Oh, what a mag-
nificent building! I think of Donald Trump
and Frank Lloyd Wright. The fact is that
these men are known, and their monu-
ments are in wood, stone, etc.

I think of those who are known
because they were the founders of
schools. Others were founders of great
empires.

Athletic ability and prowess are the
reasons we know Eli Manning. Can you
fathom a $97.5 million contract for a fel-
low who does nothing but get out in
a cow pasture and throw an inflated
piece of hog leather? Yet, everybody
goes crazy over it. I can’t understand
that. Then, they will rob the preacher
blind and won’t take care of him like they
ought to. I don’t understand this world.

Our Lord was none of these. He
was no military hero. He did not accu-
mulate wealth. He did not erect some

great synagogue or building. He was not
known for His athletic ability. No Olym-
pic medal was hung about His neck, and
yet, He is better known in all the world
than all of these whom I have just men-
tioned. I ask you again, “What did He
do? How do you explain this One?”

If He had been born in a palace of
nobility, we could have said that He in-
herited that fame. But this One of
Whom I speak was born in a lowly,
smelly, cow stall. He was born in pov-
erty. Yet, men know Him as the King
of kings and Lord of lords. He had nei-
ther  pillow upon which to lay His head
nor roof over His head. He had no bank
account. When it was time to pay taxes,
He had to send His disciples fishing. ( If
you are having trouble financially in your
church, send your folks fishing, fishing
for men, and the Lord will see to it that
the bills are paid.)

How do you explain our Lord?
Why are you here tonight, for example?
Why did you come to this place? What
did He do?

He never traveled far. He never
saw the great cities of His day such as
Antioch or Rome. Yet, He is better
known than all the world travelers.

How do you explain the lives that
have been changed by the announce-
ment of the power of this Person, Jesus

Continued from page 3 . . .
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. . . The Eagle’ s Claw . . .

by Dr. Tolbert Moore

My Life’ s
Convictions

Part XXIV
THE NEW BIRTH
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M ost anyone who is fa-
miliar at all with New
Testament scriptures

will remember that Jesus said to
Nicodemus, “Ye must be born again.”

I am convinced (more strongly as
the days go by) unless a person is born
again, born of the Spirit, born from above,
that person cannot understand, cannot
see, and cannot enter the Kingdom of
God just as Jesus said to Nicodemus.

In the first few verses of John,
chapter 3, it says: “There was a man
of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus,
a ruler of the Jews: The same came to
Jesus by night, and said unto him,
Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher
come from God: for no man can do
these miracles that thou doest, except
God be with him. Jesus answered and
said unto him, Verily, verily, I say
unto thee, Except a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God. Nicodemus saith unto him, How
can a man be born when he is old?
can he enter the second time into his
mother’s womb, and be born? Jesus
answered, Verily, verily, I say unto
thee, Except a man be born of water
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into

the kingdom of God. That which is
born of the flesh is flesh; and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye
must be born again. The wind bloweth
where it listeth, and thou hearest the
sound thereof, but canst not tell
whence it cometh, and whither it
goeth: so is every one that is born of
the Spirit. Nicodemus answered and
said unto him, How can these things
be? Jesus answered and said unto
him, Art thou a master of Israel, and
knowest not these things? Verily, ver-
ily, I say unto thee, We speak that we

do know, and testify that we have
seen; and ye receive not our witness.
If I have told you earthly things, and
ye believe not, how shall ye believe,
if I tell you of heavenly things?”

It is true that God is the Father of
all humanity, but that doesn’t mean all
are sons of God. There is a difference.
In the first chapter of the Gospel of John,
the Bible says (concerning Jesus): “He
came unto his own, and his own re-
ceived him not. But as many as re-
ceived him, to them gave he power to
become the sons of God, even to them

MM

Continued on page 6
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Continued from page 5 . . .

    My Life’s
             Convictions

that believe on his name.” When
Christ came, He divided the world into
two different kinds of people: sons of
God (children of God) and children of
the devil. On one occasion, He said to
a group, “Ye are of your father the
devil, and the lusts of your father ye
will do”  (John 8:44a).

It is absolutely imperative, if
you are going to be part of the Kingdom
of God, the family of God, the sons (or
children) of God, and go to heaven when
you die, you must be born again!

The beauty of it all is that God has
made it very simple. You don’t have to
go before the courts. You don’t have to
go before the High Priest. You don’t
have to be circumcised or perform cer-
tain works of the law. You simply be-
lieve in, receive Jesus Christ as Saviour
and Lord, and you are a child of God.
He authorizes you to become a child of
God. When you really receive Him,
a new birth takes place inside you, in
your spirit, in your soul, and you become
a new creature–different.

Bro. Joe Parsons used to say, “He
is neither man, nor angel: he is a new
creature!” There is a newness, a fresh-
ness about that person who is born again,
whether a child or an aged person. We
must look to God and depend on Him.

I heard a great preacher of a great,
Baptist church say that he would be
happy if, when he got to Heaven, he
learned that 25% of his congregation
were born again. Everybody who says
he is born again is, evidently, not born
again.

Everybody who says he is a child
of God, or believes he is a child of God,
is not necessarily a child of God. A child
of God is one who has received Jesus

Christ, the Word of God, into his heart.
Jesus is the Word. John 1:1-3 says, “In
the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was
God. The same was in the beginning
with God. All things were made by him;
and without him was not any thing
made that was made.”

Everybody who says he is a Chris-
tian is not a Christian. That comes about
by the new birth. The new birth is like
many things in the Christian realm. It is
a simple procedure, but it is a profound
action, because it completely changes
a person inside. When you are born
the first time, you are born without God
(which means you are born incomplete).

When you are born from above, born of
the Spirit and the water, then you are
made complete, so says the Word of
God.

Colossians 2:9-10 say: “For in
him dwelleth all the fulness of the
Godhead bodily. And ye are complete
in him, which is the head of all prin-
cipality and power.”

Colossians 4:12 says: “Epaphras,
who is one of you, a servant of Christ,
saluteth you, always labouring fer-
vently for you in prayers, that ye may
stand perfect and complete in all the
will of God.”

When you are born again, you are
complete in Christ, and you can be

Dr. Joe C. Chapman
Now available for

Home (864)374-7559
Cell (864)980-5629

•Bible Conferences
•Mission Conferences
•Revivals
•Special Services
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complete in the ministry of Christ as you
live for Him and follow Him.

We have always had problems in
churches (especially the Baptist
churches), because the Baptists believe
in the priesthood of the believer–that
each individual can get answers from
God and directions from the Holy Spirit.
The problems arise because everybody
who is a member of a Baptist church
does not know the Holy Spirit. Every-
one who is a member of a Baptist
church is not born again! In the 63 years
I was a pastor, I had many people come
forward who had been baptized on
a profession of their faith and say, “I’m
really not saved. I am not born again.”
Then others would confess the same
thing. No doubt, there are still plenty out
there in Baptist churches who have not
yet realized or confessed that they are
not saved!

The problems come when un-
saved, unregenerate people begin to
have leadership and voice in the church.
It must be allowed, because that’s our
doctrine, our teaching, and our philoso-
phy, but it has to be combated with those
who are led by the Holy Spirit to speak
up, to speak out, and take a stand on the
truth, because those who are deceived
are not living in truth. They cannot know
the truth nor see and enter the Kingdom
of God unless they are saved.

That’s my life’s conviction. It is
getting stronger all the time. I am bur-
dened and concerned for our churches
(especially the churches that have prob-
lems), because there are people in the
churches who are members of the
church and don’t follow the leadership
of the Spirit and are not directed by the
Word of God.

But, it is a wonderful experience
when they all come in one accord in the
Spirit and love of Jesus Christ. Marvel-
ous things happen. Wonderful, miracu-
lous things happen.

God bless and help us, Lord!  V

Dr. Terry McMillian , Pastor 9261 Asheville Highway
Spartanburg

South Carolina 29316
(864)578-3070
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David Ben Gurion is dead,
but the Bible, God’s Book
to which he pointed the

Nation, lives on. He was Israel’s first
prime minister. In June of 1971, in
a Jerusalem gathering of Christians from
many lands, I witnessed three standing
ovations as he made a brief welcome.
Hundreds in that audience shared his
views.

This prime minister and world
leader believed that the Bible is the Book
of books, as they say, the Sepher
sepherim. He made this statement on
a broadcast. It was an informal discus-
sion, and a rabbi on the panel disagreed,
declaring the Talmud (extra biblical tra-
dition) must be relied on to draw together
their people. Mr. Ben Gurion would not
back down.

A key day of his drama-filled ca-
reer was announcing on May 14, 1948,
the reestablishment of the Jewish State.
A global audience was listening. Two
and a half millennia had elapsed, and
eyes were watching everywhere. Of
highest significance, it should be noted,
was his not covering his head according
to their custom. All the other men put
on their hats, called yarmulkes.

Bareheaded Ben Gurion, a cham-
pion of God’s Book as over against
man’s tradition, thereby made an

important point to this nation. How is
that? Ezekiel predicted the sprinkling of
pure water, “showers of blessing,” to fall
on the resurrected nation of Israel. He
meant the Word of God rather than dog-
mas, denials, traditions and rituals!

Truth Versus Tradition
The Bible must be front-and-center

when there is a rise to new life. Sinews
and flesh come upon skeletons before
the wondering eyes of the nations! Mr.
Ben Gurion, by breaking with certain
customs, even when he stood alone in
so doing, helped to bring a new climate.
The Spirit of God will revive the people
of the Book! Scriptures which the prime
minister assiduously studied and cited are
nearer fulfillment because of him.

So far as we know, he did not pray
in Jesus’ name. Yet, he was surely an
answer to the prayers of many, many
others around the world, who do pray in
the name of their Messiah, Jesus of
Nazareth!

Another interesting point is this:
Mr. Ben Gurion took up the study of
Greek in his advanced years. It was my
privilege to visit him at Sde Boker, his
home in the south of Israel, below Beer
Sheva, and we talked about the Bible.
He was obviously pleased that I knew
that he had been reading the Greek New
Testament.

He readily affirmed that I Corin-
thians 13 (called by many “the love chap-
ter”) was his favorite passage. He did
not feel that “charity” is now the best
English translation of this essay on love
by the apostle Paul.

He quoted to me in Hebrew the
last verse of Psalm 29: “The Lord will
give strength unto His people; the
Lord will bless His people with
peace.” It is a most relevant text which
everyone should ponder well. Indeed,
Israel was able to defend itself. She was
at once attacked on becoming an inde-
pendent state. The hostile neighbors
numbered some 30 million while Israel
was a mere 650 thousand.

RE: Paul’s Transformation
Mr. Ben Gurion asked my opinion

as to when the Christian church began.
My response was a Bible quote: Jesus
is the Lamb slain from the foundation of
the world! That reference is Revelation
13:8. In his opinion, Paul was respon-
sible for the launch of Christianity.

As Mr. Ben Gurion had written to
me in his letter of invitation, we would
likely disagree on some matters. His
position was that Paul put words in
Jesus’ mouth, as it were. We believe,
rather, with the apostle’s own testimony
and with the book of Acts, Jesus put
words in Paul’s mouth! We are certain
that the Lord Jesus, the Subject of both
the Hebrew Bible and of the New Tes-
tament, will do so for more Jewish
people along with many others. Day by
day missionaries are reaching out to
those who have never heard the good
news. The Gospel has not lost its power
and never will.

Let any person who reads these
lines and is in need of deliverance, of
provisions, of guidance, wisdom, ad-
vancement, hope—you name it!—turn
in faith to Jesus. He is the problem
Solver, the Good Shepherd Who laid
down His life for the sheep.  V

by George S. Lauderdale

Contact Address: 1715 Swan Rd, Wrens, GA 30833
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“As an eagle stirreth up her nest...” Deut. 32:11
America’s Most Unique Missionary Organization

by Dr. Gary S. Moore
Vice President of the GPA

On August 17, 1761, in
Northamptonshire, En-
gland, to a couple by the

name of Edmund and Elizabeth Carey,
a little boy was born, and they named
him William. William proved to be quite
an unusual young man, with a very bright
mind and a keen interest in science. He
also possessed a natural gift for language,
and, in time, taught himself Latin and
Greek. He later became a cobbler by
trade, and a schoolmaster, and a pastor
of a small Baptist Church. All of this
might have gone unnoticed, and he might
have lived and died without recognition
from the outside world except for the
fact that he felt the leading of God to
reach the lost and dying in the land of
India.

At a ministers’ meeting of the Bap-
tist Churches in 1786, he stood to preach
and raised the question of whether it was
the duty of all Christians to spread the
Gospel throughout the world. To this,
J.R. Ryland, a respected leader among
the Baptists, is reported to have replied,

“Young man, sit down. When God
pleases to convert the heathen, He will
do it without your aid or mine.”

Young William Carey was not dis-
suaded. He studied the Bible, prayed,
and read many works of Jonathan
Edwards. He became convinced that “the
people of the world need Christ.” His
passion was so great that young men
who were his pupils came home with
stories of how he would weep in class
as he pointed to the outline of India on
a homemade globe saying that someone
must go into their darkness and give
them the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Through the work and ministry of
William Carey, the Baptist Missionary
Society was founded. Carey became
their first missionary traveling to India
and serving there for over forty years,
even though it was seven years before
he saw his first convert. During his time
there, he translated and printed the Scrip-
tures into 40 languages, founded a col-
lege, and opened the doors for many
missionaries to work in India. There is

no way to calculate how many lives were
touched by the life and ministry of Will-
iam Carey, and he well deserves the dis-
tinction “Father of modern missions.”

William’s time on the mission field
was filled with sorrow. His wife, Dor-
othy, expecting their fourth child at the
time of their departure, was so hesitant
to go that William made two trips from
the docks to the home where his wife
was staying before she finally agreed to
go, and only then because her sister,
Kate, agreed to go along and aid her in
childbirth. Once on the field the Careys’
son, Peter, died. This caused Dorothy
to suffer a nervous breakdown from
which she never recovered.

All the while, the Baptist Mission-
ary Society failed to provide any finan-
cial support forcing Carey to find work
to supply for his family. Having found
gainful employment, he then received
a reprimand from the very ones who re-
fused to support him. Through all of this,
William Carey continued to preach,
teach, translate, and witness for the

“Lord, I would clasp Thy hand in
mine, Nor ever murmur nor repine, Con-
tent, whatever lot I see, Since ‘tis my God
that leadeth me!” —Joseph Gilmore
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Gospel of Jesus Christ. He faced every
discouragement with resolve, every
battle with determination, and every dis-
appointment with hope. He gave us the
example to follow, the pattern to copy,
that, when we are led of the Lord, we
can continue on, no matter the struggle.
As the songwriter put it, “Sometimes mid
scenes of deepest gloom, Sometimes
where Eden’s bowers bloom, By wa-
ters still, o’er troubled sea, Still ‘tis His
hand that leadeth me!”

Missionary work is filled with the
exciting and the mundane, great joy and
deepest sorrow, wonderful blessings and
strongest tragedy. If we work for the
blessing (though the blessing will surely
come), we may not have the patience to
wait it out. If we work for earthly re-
ward, we will be bitterly disappointed.
If we work for the good of the people to
whom we are sent, we might be rejected
by them. The only sure and steadfast
motivation is knowing that we are led of
God. We do the work because we know
that God has called us and guided us to
that specific ministry. We can stay faith-
ful, because God is faithful, good, and
loving. He will use our work, even if we
can’t see it. To be led of God is not just
a good thing for the missionary; it is the
essential thing for the missionary.

Having the peace of God concern-
ing your work and knowing that you are
following His divine leadership will give
you comfort and strength when nothing
else will. Again, the songwriter put it so
very well, “He leadeth me, O blessed
tho’t! O words with heav’nly comfort
fraught! Whate’er I do, where’er I be,
Still ‘tis God’s hand that leadeth me.”  V

—TO BE LED OF GOD IS NOT JUST A
GOOD THING FOR THE MISSIONARY;
IT IS THE ESSENTIAL THING FOR THE

MISSIONARY—

“Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free
course, and be glorified, even as it is with you.” II Thessalonians 3:1

In this verse, Paul is asking for specific prayer, first, for the Word of the Lord
or the Gospel. No matter what our practical outreach may be, whether it is

medical, or Vacation Bible School, or assisting a missionary with a project, the ulti-
mate aim is the Gospel. We are working that souls might be saved. Secondly, Paul
is asking that it have free course, that all the obstacles be removed, so upon hearing
the Gospel, the people might heed the message from the Lord. Lastly, Paul says to
pray that God would get the glory. Whatever we do, no matter the results, regard-
less the labor involved, in the end, God gets all the glory.

This year we have several Youth Mission Trips, and we really need your
prayers. We have a medical and evangelistic team going to Honduras, an evangelis-
tic team going to Grenada, and an evangelistic team going to South Dakota. Around
sixty, workers and teens, will be going on these trips, and we long for the Gospel to
have a powerful impact on the lives of the people with whom we will be working.
Travel arrangements are being made, VBS lessons are being prepared, medicines
and medical supplies have been purchased, and we are all anxious to go to the
mission field to serve our Lord and Saviour. You can help us more than you know—
you can pray! Please commit to pray for us each day asking the Lord to give us
salvations for our labor and strength for our journey. Just remember us in prayer,
and God will answer, and the people we serve will be blessed.  V

by Dr. Gary S. Moore

Home of Love Orphanage, Comayagua, Honduras

PRAY FOR US



12     The Gospel Preacher Association—Missionary Journal

Gospel Preacher
Camp Meeting

PORTAGE , I NDIANA

BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH
6659 US Hwy 6, Portage, IN
Don Good, Host Pastor
For more information, call (219)763-3960

August 2-5

The Edwards Family—Missionaries to Brazil!

nce in a while, we get a special blessing from the Lord, just a little
answer to prayer, a reminder that God is working and leading in spe-
cial ways. One day last month just such a thing happened to me.

I was sitting in my study when an email came from the GPA Home Office that
Mark Edwards had requested that we accept his application to return to Brazil as
a missionary. I cannot express the joy I felt as I gave my “yes” vote to have this
family back on the mission field under the prayerful care of the GPA. Three years
ago, they returned home after two terms on the field. Although I knew Mark was
doing a wonderful job working in the great Teays Valley Baptist Church in West
Virginia, so many times I had asked the Lord if it would be His will to send this
family back to the field as missionaries. I must confess that I was surprised when
God answered my prayer. I know many of you were thrilled and surprised as well.

I am pleased to present them to you as faithful workers in the kingdom of God
and some of the most effective missionaries I have ever seen. If you have an oppor-
tunity to have them in your church, please contact them. They will be a blessing. If
you find that they are in your area for a mission conference or revival meeting, then
take the time to go hear Mark preach and share his burden for the lost in Brazil.

Let’s get on our knees and pray for all the GPA missionaries. Let’s keep them
in mind as they seek to bring the Gospel to a world that is dying in a lost condition.
God has given us so many faithful, hard-working, missionary families that we should
be moved with gratitude and concern for
each one of them. I have never looked at
the GPA as just a mission board. I con-
sider it a family, and, in this family, we
should uphold each other in prayer, sup-
port one another in our efforts for the Gos-
pel, and seek God’s blessing on every work
that stems from The Gospel Preacher As-
sociation.

Awaiting His return,

Dr. Gary S. Moore

ur family has enjoyed serv-
ing at our home church for the

past three years. It was needful for us
to help our pastor, but we have known
for quite some time that God wants us
to return to Brazil. Our only problem was
we just didn’t know where in Brazil He
truly wanted us. The church that we
started in the Amazon is being pastored
by a national, and we had basically
worked ourselves out of a job as far as
that area is concerned. So, we looked at
the whole country and began praying
specifically over different states and re-
gions. We studied what areas were the
least exposed to the Gospel. Time after
time, a mountainous region of southern
Brazil kept weighing heavily on both of
our hearts. We have stepped out on faith
and will be traveling to this area on May
12-22 to survey where we can move our
family.

Currently, we are on the deputa-
tion trail and have regained many of our
former supporting churches as partners
in our ministry. We are thankful and very
excited about this new phase of our lives.
Even our children jumped up and down
when we told them what God wanted
from us. It is nice to say, once again,
“We are the Edwards family, mission-
aries to Brazil!”  V

O

O
Mark says . . .
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I n April of this year, I and sev-
eral others were in Wales for
the Bible Convention held there

annually. It was a marvelous time. There
was very good preaching, singing, and
just a sweet spirit and cooperation from
several churches. One dear brother
commented to me that he believed the
spirit and fervor of the meeting was simi-
lar to what it would have been in the
first century church.

As I contemplated the meeting,
I remembered the first time I was at
Bethany, Ynyshir. It was nothing like it
is today. Dr. Rex McPherson was there
at that time and had labored for several
years. I followed him and was also there
for a number of years. Rex and I have
shared some of our battle injuries as well
as dealing with many things that we re-
ally did not know exactly how to handle.
I can’t speak for Dr. McPherson, but
there were times I wondered if the con-
cessions I was making and the battles
I was fighting were really worth my ef-
forts.

To ask yourself that question is not
a sin. Even the apostle Paul had that on
his mind at times. He wrote to the church
at Galatia, “I am afraid of you, lest

I have bestowed upon you labour in vain,”
Galatians 4:11.

Many missionaries were reporting
salvations by the scores, others by the
hundreds, and there I sat seeing one,
once in a while, come to know the Lord.
Supporters could bring real discourage-
ment also. I remember one in particular
who discontinued our support because
we were too old. That was a real bless-
ing! They were well meaning, but when
you are in the heat of the battle, and those
who have stood with you walk away, it
takes its toll. Then the matter becomes,
Do they have a valid point? Am I too
old? Am I not winning enough souls? Is
my labor in vain?

In April, I witnessed another gen-
eration coming together, worshiping the
true and living God. Those who had been
in the depths of sin are now singing the
great hymns of the faith. Those who had
experienced the wilds of the world are
now experiencing the wind of the Spirit.
My heart was greatly encouraged, as the
tender sweet voice of the Spirit whis-
pered, “It was not in vain!” We sing, “It
will be worth it all when we see Jesus.”
I am sure that is correct, but there are
moments in the “here and now” that the

loving, heavenly Father assures our
hearts that it has been worth it all.

In that meeting, we had choirs to
sing that had more members than their
churches did a few years ago. At least
five preachers were there who have
been called to preach as a result of the
efforts of the GPA. Churches that were
on the brink of death are now thriving.
There is a puppet ministry that goes into
seventy or so schools preaching the Gos-
pel through their ministry. Tract distri-
bution is being carried out. The list could
go on and on, but the point is, “Ye know
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.”
That behooves us to be “stedfast,
unmoveable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord.”

Remember Psalm 126:6, “He that
goeth forth and weepeth, bearing pre-
cious seed, shall doubtless come again
with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with
him.” With that in mind, just carry on
with the work of the Lord. Carry on
when criticized, when you are called
everything but a human. When discour-
aged by unkindness through lack of un-
derstanding, just carry on. One day you
will see it from the proper prospective
and understand as the apostle Paul did.
Romans 8:18, “For I reckon that the suf-
ferings of this present time are not wor-
thy to be compared with the glory which
shall be revealed in us.”  V

by Dr. Edwin G. Moore, Jr.
European Director for the GPA

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour
is not in vain in the Lord. 1Cointhians 15:58

�����
��� ��



14     The Eagle

was blessed to be invited to
be in the entire meeting (Sun-
day through Friday night) from

the very first song by the 200 voice choir
at 9:00 AM Sunday until the last sermon
in closing Friday evening. A wonderful
spirit of truth, friendship, and world evan-
gelism was evident. Truth with grace
was set forth with every song, sermon,
testimony, and every praise. I was for-
tunate to be close enough to hear clearly.
(My hearing is not as good as it once
was.) The services were led by Dr.
Clarence Sexton on the platform. In ev-
ery instance, he was gracious, clear, and
upbeat. When someone reported criti-
cism from some who were of a differ-
ent mind, he would say, “Don’t be mean
to those who disagree. That must not be
our attitude toward brethren who speak
against what we are doing.”

I asked for the numbers as accu-
rately as possible. There were 116 pas-
tors, 41 assistant pastors, 54 missionaries,
and 10 evangelists. There were over 100
speakers and over 100 training sessions
by different speakers on different sub-
jects. Friendship was preached, taught,
and demonstrated. Everyone who had
a part, any part, was an independent
Baptist. All seven continents were rep-
resented. Speakers were from Australia,

London, and Wales, and, of course, from
all across America.

International fellowship with Chris-
tians, here in America, brought a won-
derful spirit in each service and increased
the vision for world evangelism. A hand
of friendship was extended (and is ex-
tended) to all independent Baptists to join
together for world evangelism. An old
preacher, Dr. Dick Russell, would say,
“If you don’t agree on evangelism, then
you are just disagreeable.” The next
meeting is scheduled for Sunday through
Friday, April 10th through 15th, 2011.

Meetings are nothing new. How-
ever, Independent Baptist Friends Inter-
national is a new kind of meeting. Being
a new kind of meeting may be why some
are careful and cautious. May I say,
there is no reason to be doubtful about
the meeting. It has proven itself with truth
and with the same spirit of Christ as in
the better meetings I have attended for
63 years and counting. It seemed as
though I was the oldest preacher there,
so I have been around the block. In the
68 countries I have visited, the Holy
Spirit of Christ is the same everywhere.
The Gospel is effective wherever it is
heard by open hearts.

I learned, early in the ministry, that
the Holy Spirit is the Guide for every

choice, every meeting, and every ser-
mon. I am surprised and saddened that
so many leaders in the Fundamental In-
dependent Baptist Movement don’t
seem to have this discernment. Ephe-
sians 4:3 says: “ Endeavouring to keep
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace.” If you are not acquainted with
the Holy Spirit and don’t have discern-
ment, how can you keep that unity?
Ephesians 4:13 says: “Till we all come
in the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto
a perfect man, unto the measure of
the stature of the fulness of Christ.”
How rich is that statement! When we
start in a wrong spirit, we will never come
into the unity of faith. A mean spirit has
no place in the Kingdom of Jesus Christ.

The pattern of revival is clearly
given in Acts chapters 1 and 2. These
all continued with one accord and sup-
plication (including the women and Mary,
the mother of Jesus, and his brethren).
Acts 2:1 says: “And when the day of
Pentecost was fully come, they were
all with one accord in one place.”
There must be prayer—anxious prayer,
fervent prayer.

The Bible formula for an awaken-
ing is fervent prayer, fellowship (in one

INDEPENDENT

B lessings, information, inspiration
B lessings from singing

P rayers from the platform
P reaching from the Word of God

F ellowship among the brethren
A  great atmosphere

I nformation
M issions from all seven continents

D etails of needs, opportunities, and challenges

I nspiration
Stirring of our spirits to go forth in the faith

A nd as someone said,
“A kick in the pants to DO it!”

What It Had . . .What It Had . . .What It Had . . .What It Had . . .What It Had . . .

by Dr. Tolbert MooreM otivated and guided by the Holy Spirit

I

Continued on page 16
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Each day, when I put my prosthetic
leg on, I think about all the war victims
in Iraq, Afghanistan, and other places
who don’t have the privilege of having
a prosthesis. I am so thankful for all of
the blessings that I have in my life. God
has been so good to me, keeping me going
whenever storms come into my life.
I want to be a victor, so I can be a wit-
ness with my life each day. Many
people are watching us every day, and
as I go about this town, I try to always
be smiling no matter what’s going on in
my life. It’s amazing how much faster
those storms pass on by when we are
busy about the Lord’s business.

Our grandchildren were here yes-
terday and spent the night with us. They
are such a blessing to us. My prayer is
that we can have a great impact on their

lives. Having been saved as adults, we
are praying they will give their lives to
the Lord while they are still children.
Then when storms come for them, they
will have the Rock to lean upon. They
are in church at every opportunity and
have dedicated Christian parents for
which we are thankful.

How will you react when your
storms come? Will you be a victim or
a victor? You choose. Hebrews 13:5b
tells us, “I will never leave thee, nor
forsake thee.” He is always there for
us, if we will just trust Him. Sin may
cause us great problems, but the answer
to everything is in Him. Live your life
for Him. Enjoy your children and grand-
children, and when your storms
come, cling to Him until your storm
passes by.  V

‘T il the  Storm

Passes By
by Judy Jackson

t’s April in Eastern Iowa. The
mountain of snow that’s been
here since the beginning of

December has melted. The fields are
freshly ploughed, and flowers are in
bloom. Outside my window, the trees are
dressing themselves in their new finery.
Spring has arrived, and with all the won-
derful sun and warm temperatures come
the storms. Lightning flashes across the
sky. The wind blows, and rain beats
against the windows.

Many different storms come into
our lives. Some are financial storms, or
they may be health issues or the death
of a loved one, but no matter who we
are or what we do there will be storms
in our lives. How we react to those
storms is up to us. We have choices.
We can be victims or victors. Every
morning when we get up, we can plan
our day to take care of our families and
ourselves, or we can shut ourselves
away and constantly think about our
problems. We can be thankful for what
we have instead of whining about what
we don’t have. There are so many
people in the world who have nothing,
and we are all so blessed no matter what
we’re going through.

I
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Continued on page 18

Continued from page 14 . . .
accord), supplication (that is a petition),
and Philippians 4:6 adds thanksgiving
(praise for salvation). Revival or awak-
ening does not come from us. It comes
to us from God through the Holy Spirit.

I recommend everyone (preach-
ers, missionaries, evangelists, church
workers of every age) come to the next
Independent Baptist Friends Interna-
tional meeting April 10 through April 15,
2011, not to make the meeting larger,
but to help everyone who will be present.
Some say that everyone who is inter-
ested in world evangelism should come.
I agree, however, it would be good for
those who have not been interested, as
I believe they could hear or see some-
thing that will change them.

I was stirred in my heart, chal-
lenged, and encouraged. I have prayed
for several years for a meeting such as
this. I am now 81 years young and am
determined to do all I can for the cause
of Christ in my remaining days. I am re-
newed in my spirit.  V

    What It Had . . .What It Had . . .What It Had . . .What It Had . . .What It Had . . .

Christ? How do you explain an old drunk
being made sober? How do you explain
a gambler being made honest? Liars and
thieves have been made honest by the
proclamation of His precious Name.
How do you explain a woman of the
street becoming a lady? How do you
explain the fact that this One, Whose
Name has been proclaimed, has brought
about transformation and change in the
lives of men and women?

Though the world discounts this
One, yet they know about Him. For this
One, men have suffered and died. I think
of the apostles as examples. I think of
Hugh Latimer who was burned at the
stake for his faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ. John Huss, likewise, was burned
at the stake because he would not re-
cant. Paul, undoubtedly, was beheaded
for his faith in Jesus Christ. Do you know
what it would have taken for these men
to have avoided the suffering, anguish,

and pain? They would only have to have
said, “It’s all been a lie. I recant what
I have proclaimed and that for which
I have stood.” Others were boiled in oil
and left deserted on islands. Yet, they
stood true to this One, this Person of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Peter was crucified. Tradition says
he declared, “I am not worthy to be cru-
cified in the manner of that One. Cru-
cify me upside down.” People have been
exiled because of their faith in Him. As
I read from Hebrews 11, listen carefully
to the account of the faithful who stood
true to this Person Jesus Christ. He-
brews 11:35-37: “. . . and others were
tortured, not accepting deliverance;
that they might obtain a better resur-
rection: And others had trial of cruel
mockings and scourgings, yea, more-
over of bonds and imprisonment:
They were stoned, they were sawn
asunder, were tempted, were slain
with the sword: they wandered about
in sheepskins and goatskins; being
destitute, afflicted, tormented.”

When I read those verses, I feel
so ashamed of my weak witness. Do
you realize that today there are lands
where men and women’s lives are taken
from them, or punishment is measured
out to them, because they will not re-
cant their faith in our Lord Jesus Christ?

David Livingston blazed the trail in
Africa, because his heart was so in love
with the Lord Jesus, and his desire was
to see those in Africa saved. When he
died, they buried his heart in that land
and sent his body home. You have no
doubt read of Adoniram Judson. He bur-
ied his family in Burmese soil. He loved
this One, this Jesus, so much. I think of
Nate Saint and Jim Elliott, those mission-
aries who went to the Auca Indians and
desired to tell them of Jesus Christ. As
they flew in with that little plane and
landed in the dried-up river bed, they had
hearts full of love. They wanted to share

Continued from page 4 . . .
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One evening before the
service began, I met a
man in a wheelchair who

was visiting for the first time. There was
only time for a brief conversation, and
I did not see him after church. He was
introduced in the service and filled out
a visitor’s card.

I was not able to visit him that
week, but he was back for the evening
service the next Sunday. He seemed
more comfortable moving about the build-
ing, and I noticed others were introduc-
ing themselves and making conversation
with him.

That week I went to his home one
evening and knocked on the door. When
he opened the door and recognized me,
he said, “God has answered my prayer
and sent you here this evening.” You
know it is going to be a good visit when
you are greeted like that.

We talked at length about his in-
jury and the difficulty he has dealing with
his situation (depression, lack of friends,
and his wife’s rejection). He openly ad-
mitted the accident was no one’s fault
but his own, but it was still hard.

I opened his Bible and showed him
the old Gospel story, and you know the
rest of the story. Sitting in his wheel-
chair, he bowed his head and his heart
before the Lord and trusted Jesus as his
own Saviour. I took extra time showing
him scriptures of assurance and giving
him verses to read and memorize that
would help him.

After a few weeks of regular at-
tendance, and a couple more visits to his
home, he came forward one Sunday
morning to take his stand for Christ and
present himself for baptism. The thought
of baptism was hard for him, but I as-
sured him we could get him “up there,”
then down into the water, and back to
the main level again.

It would be a long story to tell how
we did it, but we did and he did, and God
made it glorious. It is always special
when folks follow the Lord, but there is
something extra special about it when
a person puts extra effort into it.

You just know God is working
something great when the first words
you hear at the door are “God must have
sent you.”  V

God Must Have

Sent You
God Must Have

Sent You

“As thou hast sent me into the
world, even so have I also sent
them into the world.”

—John 17:18
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this Person of Christ with those natives,
but instead of receiving them, they were
speared and killed.

Ah, explain this One, this Jesus?
How is it that men can become so at-
tached to Him?

Do you realize that He had a jail
record and was charged for a crime that
called for capital punishment? Do you
realize that this One of Whom we speak
did not even have a cemetery plot? He
was buried in a borrowed tomb. He had
no degrees attached to His Name. He
was not in any hall of fame.

He was, in fact, the most unpopu-
lar person in His hometown. Even His
own brothers did not believe Him until
after a grand and glorious event. His
family believed Him to be mad. They
said, “He is beside Himself.”

Yet, I speak of this One, of Whom
the world has heard, and I trust and pray
they will hear more of Him. Millions
stand and sing, All hail the pow’r of
Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall:
Bring forth the royal diadem, And
crown Him Lord of all. I love to hear
them sing, There is a name I love to
hear, I love to sing its worth; It sounds
like music in mine ear, The sweetest
name on earth. And then, Jesus is the
sweetest name I know, and He’s just
the same as His lovely name.

Oh, this Person, Jesus Christ, upon
Whom the world has spat, Whom the
world has hated and hung on the cross,
is more famous than every person who
has lived on this planet. Ah, explain it, if
you will. How do you explain the things
of Christ?

I will tell you there is but one an-
swer, and that answer is a glorious an-
swer. The answer is not that He died on

the cross, nor that He suffered as He
did, but rather that HE ROSE FROM
THE DEAD. There is the reason why
Jesus Christ is so known today. He is
not a dead Saviour. Ah, but He is alive
and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. I am glad I have a living Sav-
iour, Who lives in my heart.

He is more than the proclaimer of
truth. He is the Truth. He is more than
the pointer of the way. He is the Way.
He is more than the restorer of life. He
is the Life. He was, and is, and forever
will be God. Jesus said in John 14:9:
“ . . . he that hath seen me hath seen
the Father. . . .” It is no wonder He is
so well known. The risen, loving Sav-
iour is in the world today. I know that
He is living, whatever men may say;
I see His hand of mercy, I hear His
voice of cheer, And just the time I need
Him He’s always near (words from the
song, He Lives). Because He rose from
the grave, there is a great message for
us all. He lives forevermore! He is the
One Who said to John on the Isle of
Patmos in Revelation 1:18, “I am he that
liveth, and was dead; and, behold,
I am alive for evermore. . . .”

Affirmation
The message of a risen Christ is

a message of affirmation of a great truth.
Romans 1:4, “And declared to be the
Son of God with power, according to
the spirit of holiness, by the resurrec-
tion from the dead.” It affirms that He
is the Son of God. No other man can
say that of another. It can be said of
neither Buddha nor Mohammed. No, but
this Saviour is alive today and lives for-
evermore affirming that He is the Son
of God. At His baptism and at His trans-
figuration, His Father’s voice was heard
saying, “This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased.”

Acceptance
Not only is the resurrection an af-

firmation, but it is a statement of accep-
tance. It is somehow God’s receipt for
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a debt that has been paid. God accepted
the payment that our Saviour made on
the cross for our sins. Romans 4:25 says:
“Who was delivered for our offences,
and was raised again for our justifi-
cation.” The word justification implies
that we have been made right. How?
We have been made right through faith
in the finished work of Jesus Christ.

Accomplishment
The resurrection is also a message

of accomplishment. It tells us that we
can live the Christian life, not in our
power, not in our strength, but in the
strength of the living Son of God.
Galatians 2:20 says: “I am crucified
with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not
I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life
which I now live in the flesh I live by
the faith of the Son of God, who loved
me, and gave himself for me.”

A Future Appointment
Finally, let me close with this

thought. The message of the resurrec-
tion is the message of a future appoint-
ment. Listen to the words in Acts
17:30-31: “And the times of this igno-
rance God winked at; but now
commandeth all men every where to
repent: Because he hath appointed a
day, in the which he will judge the
world in righteousness by that man
whom he hath ordained; whereof he
hath given assurance unto all men,
in that he hath raised him from the
dead.” There is an appointment for ev-
ery man. Every man will stand before
Him, face to face. How would it be if
you had to face Him tonight?

Explain Him, I cannot, but experi-
ence Him, I have. You can experience
Him in your heart as He lives through
you the life that God would have you to
live and you know you ought to live.

May God help us to praise this One
thanking Him for what He has done in
all our hearts and lives.  V


