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Dear Readers and Supporters,

Thanks for your gifts in support of The Eagle.
Thanks to everyone for your prayers for my wife, Ms. Nellie. She is

much better now. I am doing meetings again (at least one per month).
I had to cancel several meetings last year. I don’t like to cancel, but her
health is my priority. Most pastors and churches understand, but it doesn’t
help when we are interrupted. I use the support from meetings to help
publish The Eagle. When I am not in those meetings, it puts a strain on
the finances. God is in control, and I trust Him to lead us right. Your
letters are a blessing and encouragement to us as we work together to get
out the Gospel.

The GPA is still working well. We always need more labourers. Jesus
said to pray for God to send more labourers into HisHisHisHisHis vineyard.

I pray for you and your efforts to serve our blessed Lord in these
trying days for the Gospel ministry.

God bless you.
IN HIS GRIP,

Tolbert Moore
Editor

Dear Brother Moore,

Next Tuesday my wife will receive a free mammogram at a hospital in
Batesville, Arkansas. Since we have no insurance, this is a real blessing for
us. I believe the best way I can thank the Lord for His providing this is to
respond to your letter in the most recent issue of “The Eagle.” Enclosed is
$66.65 for 1 percent (1%) of the cost of the next issue. We will pray for 99
others to respond in a like amount so this magazine can go forward one more
month. We’ll pray for 100 readers each month to send 1% so God’s message
can continue to be sent out. We must not, cannot, allow publication to cease.

We join you in praying for Bro. Keith Johnson and his family. Please see
that the enclosed $50 check reaches them to help out a tiny bit.

Your Brother in Jesus,
Thomas Rhodes

Letter Received

What a Blessing!
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by Dr. Tolbert Moore

Preached 2-11-08, GPA Camp Meeting
Harvest Baptist Church, Spartanburg, SC

Turn with me to First John,
chapter 1, verses 5-7:
“This then is the message

which we have heard of him, and de-
clare unto you, that God is light, and
in him is no darkness at all. If we say
that we have fellowship with him, and
walk in darkness, we lie, and do not
the truth: But if we walk in the light,
as he is in the light, we have fellow-
ship one with another, and the blood
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us
from all sin.”

Then I want to read a few verses
in the Gospel of John, chapter 1, verses
1-14: “In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. The same was in the
beginning with God. All things were
made by him; and without him was not
any thing made that was made. In him
was life; and the life was the light of
men. And the light shineth in dark-
ness; and the darkness compre-
hended it not. There was a man sent
from God, whose name was John. The
same came for a witness, to bear wit-
ness of the Light, that all men through
him might believe. He was not that

Light, but was sent to bear witness of
that Light. That was the true Light,
which lighteth every man that cometh
into the world. He was in the world,
and the world was made by him, and
the world knew him not. He came unto
his own, and his own received him not.
But as many as received him, to them
gave he power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe on his
name: Which were born, not of blood,
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God. And the Word
was made flesh, and dwelt among us,
(and we beheld his glory, the glory
as of the only begotten of the Father,)
full of grace and truth.” May the Lord
add His blessing to the reading of His
precious Word.

Stay on the message. When
somebody attacks our politicians now,
they say it gets them off their message.
That has been happening in the Chris-
tian realm from the beginning. We have
an enemy named Satan, Lucifer, the
devil. He wants to get you off the mes-
sage. I’ll deal with the negative later.

I want you to notice this true Light
was a bright light. It pierced and

destroyed the darkness. Darkness won’t
overwhelm light, but light will disperse
darkness. Darkness is not the opposite
of light. It is the absence of light. When
the light shines, the darkness moves
away. Even on a night so dark that you
cannot see your hand in front of your
face, if you strike a match, there will be
light, and you can see that light a mile
away if it is clear. The light of the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ dispels darkness.

The Bible says in II Corinthians
4:3-6: “But if our gospel be hid, it is
hid to them that are lost: In whom the
god of this world hath blinded the
minds of them which believe not, lest
the light of the glorious gospel of
Christ, who is the image of God,
should shine unto them. For we
preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus
the Lord; and ourselves your servants
for Jesus’ sake. For God, who com-
manded the light to shine out of dark-
ness, hath shined in our hearts, to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”

Not only was it a bright  light, but
it was a broad light for the Gospel of
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John, chapter 1, verse 9 says, “That was
the true Light, which lighteth every
man that cometh into the world.” Ev-
ery man, no matter who he is or where
he is, has enough light. If he does not
come to the light, he will be eternally lost.
Not only was it a bright  light, and
a broad light, but it was a blessed light,
because it had power to make men be-
come the sons of God. Wow, what
a message. Who would dare substi-
tute a lesser message for that mes-
sage?

First, that light is God Himself. See
John chapter 1, verses 1-3: “In the be-
ginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God.
The same was in the beginning with
God. All things were made by him; and
without him was not any thing made
that was made.” This is the message
that we heard from Him, and I want to
talk a few minutes about getting off the
message.

It dawned on me, as I was study-
ing this the other day, how Baptist
preachers can get off the message. In
the early 40’s, Dr. John R. Rice wrote
a book, Bobbed Hair, Bossy Wives, &
Women Preachers. This antagonized
Baptist preachers, and they got off the
message and began preaching about
women. They never mentioned that the
problem for the women was they
couldn’t find decent husband material.

When World War II began, women went
to work in the bomber plants and other
plants, and they wore pants because they
were on scaffolds above men. Well, it
got serious sure enough—women wear-
ing pants!

Later our messages became de-
nominational. Baptists began preaching
against the Methodists, and the South-
ern Baptists were preaching against the
Presbyterians. Then along came the In-
dependent Baptist, and they preached
against everybody and everything.
Sometimes you would go for weeks and
months and never hear a Gospel mes-
sage in a Baptist church. That is a trag-
edy! Romans 10:14 says, “. . . and how
shall they hear without a preacher?”
How can you believe if you don’t get
the right message? Stay on the mes-
sage! Stay on the message!

This message, this light of God, will
pierce the darkest ignorance of men in
the deepest jungles. I have been there
and witnessed it. Indian men, Hindus,
who grew up knowing only gods of cows
and animals, when they heard the

Gospel, the light of God enlightened them
and changed them—from nature to
grace! It not only works in the jungles
of India. It works in the jungle cities of
America. Whew! It is a bright light
and is able to dispel the darkness of
ignorance, unbelief, and sin.

Brother Jake Cash was from
western Georgia and preached all over
western Georgia and eastern Alabama.
He couldn’t pronounce all his words
correctly. When he would try to say
enemy, he would say eminy. You hardly
knew what he was saying sometimes.
One day after I had preached at Sand
Mountain, Alabama (and they weren’t
people that skinned well, if you know
what I mean), Brother Jake and I went
out to eat. As we were riding down the
road, Brother Jake said, “Brother Tolbert,
I want to share something with you.”

I said, “What’s that?”
He said, “Goat hides don’t bring

a dime a piece. You can skin every goat
on top of Sand Mountain, and you’ll still
not be able to buy enough gas to get
home.”
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. . . The Eagle’ s Claw . . .

by Dr. Tolbert Moore

My Life’ s
Convictions

Part XV

THE HOLY SPIRIT

Dr. Tolbert Moore, Pastor
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Lawrenceville, Georgia 30042-5177

(770)995-7045

Continued on page 14

When I first became con-
scious of the Holy
Spirit, I really didn’t

know who He was. I was about nine
years old, I think, and Brother Homer
Swords and Brother Cecil Johnson were
conducting a revival at my mother’s
home church, Pleasant Grove Baptist
Church. When the Holy Spirit touched
me, He touched me in the depth of my
life.

Later when we began to attend
church regularly, we attended my
father’s home church, Bay Creek Bap-
tist Church. As I heard different preach-
ers preach, Brother Wayman Fields at
Bay Creek, and others, I realized I was
lost. I began trying to be saved by doing
whatever I needed to do to get the fa-
vor of God, so that I could be saved.
I did not understand that I just needed to
trust Him. But, on the first Sunday in

May, 1941, when Brother Swords was
preaching on Doubting Thomas, and
the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus,
somehow it reached me. I cried out to
God that morning, and a fundamental
change came into my spirit, my heart,
and my soul. I didn’t really understand,
even then, what had happened, and
I can’t really tell you all about it now,
after these 67 years. But, I knew that
something had changed and God had
done it. I began to study the Scriptures,
and, today, I can put it in a perspective
that I could not have then.

My life conviction concerning the
Holy Spirit is first that I really believe
Romans 8:9: “But ye are not in the
flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that
the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if
any man have not the Spirit of Christ,
he is none of his.” I’m only His be-
cause He loves me and has mercy and

grace toward me. He is full of grace and
truth.

As I studied the Scriptures in the
Old Testament, I studied Lamentations
1:16, “For these things I weep; mine
eye, mine eye runneth down with wa-
ter, because the comforter that should
relieve my soul is far from me: my
children are desolate, because the
enemy prevailed.”

Comforter in that passage comes
from the Greek word nacham. The
Lexicon says it is a primitive rule. It
means by implication, to be sorry,
which, in a favorable sense, He is sorry
for us. He has pity on us, consoles us,
and avenges us.

That same word, comforter, is in
John 14:16, “And I will pray the Fa-
ther, and he shall give you another
Comforter, that he may abide with you
for ever.” Now that word is from the
word parakletus which means, one
along side, an intercessor, a consoler,
an advocate, comforter.

A bit further down in John 14:17,
I read: “Even the Spirit of truth; whom
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“We are willing to go and help any mission pastor that is preach-
ing and teaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ and is sincerely
interested in evangelistic outreach.”

School Outreach Gospel Concerts Tent Revivals

Boy, he really put the sword in
deep. Don’t get off the message.

What does that hardheaded dea-
con need? Maybe he needs a little light
or maybe his pastor needs a little light.
You pastors are saying, “You are not
coming to my church.” Well, I don’t re-
member asking for an invitation. Stay
on the message.

GPA missionaries go into various
countries and into different states here
in this country. The ones who stay on
the message are received and are prof-
itable and fruitful. Those who go to for-
eign lands, trying to Americanize the
congregation instead of evangelizing,
come home mad and say, “Those folks
won’t hear the Word.”

I was preaching at Amity Hills in
North Carolina for Brother Harold
Parker. They had one of the greatest
choirs with over 90 people in the choir.
Brother Harold was one of the greatest
choir leaders with whom I have ever
worked, and I have worked with some
of the greatest. Brother Harold had three

fellows who sat on the front seat, and
when things would really start stirring,
one of them would jump up with his Bible
in his hand and just jump up and down.
Another one of them would jump up and
run around in circles. They got my at-
tention. I could say, “Boy, the sun came
up early this morning,” and they’d shout,
“Glory to God! Hallelujah!” I had
a cheering section.

I was talking to one of the dea-
cons later about them, and he said, “The
one who holds up that big Bible rides
a bicycle with a basket in front where
he keeps that big Bible. He has signs all
around his bike that read, Jesus Saves.
One day at a red light, he rode that bike
up beside a lady who was just sitting in
her car minding her own business. He
took that big, old Bible and slammed it
against her glass window. It scared her
so badly that her foot slipped off the
brake and she ran up on the curb. One
of the deacons got after him about it,
and told him, ‘You don’t need to be do-
ing things like that. You frightened that
lady.’ ‘Oh,’ he said, ‘she just couldn’t
handle the Word of God.’”

I said, “If he’s a Southern Baptist,
he’ll be the moderator of the Associa-
tion next year, and if he’s an Indepen-
dent Baptist, he’ll pass tracts to
everybody in town.”

We need to stay on the message.
We are in a battle, and our battle

now really is worldwide. The fastest

Dr. Joe C. Chapman, Pastor

2775 Montague Ave-Ext
Greenwood

South Carolina 29649
(864)229-6553

Christian School—Bible Institute
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
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growing religion, they tell me, is Chris-
tianity, but the next fastest growing reli-
gion is Islam. Most Muslims are violent
people. They not only are terrorists, but
they breed terrorists. They train children
from the time they are five or six years
old to be suicide bombers to kill Chris-
tians and Jews.

(I’m not preaching a prophetic
message, but it is in the Book. Genesis
16:12: “And he will be a wild man; his
hand will be against every man, and
every man’s hand against him; and
he shall dwell in the presence of all
his brethren.”)

There is only one answer for that
kind of darkness, and that is the light.
We’ve got the son of a Muslim running
for President of the United States, and
he is in the lead for one of the parties.
We are facing some dark, hard times,
and Christians still have the light. Born
again people still have the light. Gospel
preachers still have the light. We have
a Book that has the light explained and
expounded, and it still works when it is
used with the anointing, converting
power of the Holy Ghost. It’ll get re-
sults. Just stay on the message!

I have a man who, right now, is
living in my camper. He was a home-
less man who rode a bicycle to our
church one Wednesday evening. It had
been 22 degrees the night before, and
he had been sleeping in a homemade
tent. All he had was a little candle for
heat and light. He was weeping after
service as I talked with him. This is the
first time in my life that I have taken
a homeless man into my house. (Oh, I’ll
help them. Our church helps lots of
them.)

I began talking with him over
a period of time. He is 44 years old and
has not been to church since he was six
years old, and that was a Catholic
church. He believes in reincarnation.

One day he said, “I knew you in
a different life.”

I said, “Well, I’m sorry. I don’t
remember you.”

In the beginning, he didn’t want to
go to church. In our church, as in yours,
we sing old-fashioned hymns and have
Gospel singing. We have a trained choir.
When he came to our church, he said,
“ I can’t understand that music.” Well,
come to find out, he had a little radio,
and he had been listening to that rock
stuff all the time. It’s no wonder he didn’t
understand. He never had heard singing
like ours before. He never had heard
preaching like Rex does. He wanted to
know why Rex was dancing.

I set out to prove to him and my-
self that the Word of God will give light
to his dark mind, little by little by little.

After a few weeks I said, “Are
you still an unbeliever?”

He said, “No, I believe in God.”
I said, “You do? Which one?”
He said, “The One you’re talking

about.”
I said, “Do you understand Jesus?”
He said, “Well, I don’t know much

about Him yet.”
I said, “You will.”
That fellow needs the light of the

Gospel. We are debtors, Paul said. We
owe them the Gospel. We owe them the
Word of God, and we need to stay on
the message.

You can preach about women
wearing pants, men having long hair, and
boys walking through the mall with their
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Rural Hall, North Carolina 27045

(336)969-6937

Dr. John Byerly, Pastor
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britches down over their rear ends. You
can preach about that until the cows
come home, but it won’t give light to the
lost sinner. I am not saying you should
not preach against sin, but, listen, we
need to stop being fashion critics and
become Gospel Preachers. Our pri-
mary message is salvation by grace
through Jesus Christ. It’s a bright mes-
sage, and it’s a broad message.

If the Lord allows me to preach
tomorrow night, I’m going to preach
about a crowd of people with whom Paul
dealt. (I wonder how we would like to
pastor that kind of crowd.) God loves
everybody, and everybody who will be-
lieve in and trust Him, God will save,
whether he is black, white, red, brown,
or yellow. God loves us all.

Now I am a Southerner. I was born
a Southerner. I’m a redneck. I used to
go to the Moore reunion and try to date
my cousins. That’s a redneck, but I had
a Scottish grandmother who, way back
when it wasn’t popular to say it, would
say, “Let me tell you lad. The blacks
who live across the field over there are
just as much in the image of God as you
or me, and I’d better not ever hear you
make a slur.” She was probably the only
white woman on that road that would
say anything like that.

When I began to grow in grace and
knowledge of the truth, I found out that
some of the best folks in this world are
not the same race as I am. We’ve got
a sweet couple, Ben and Michelle, in our
church, and they are not the same race
as I am. Ben got a settlement from the
railroad. He came in the office and said
he had a check for $20,000 to give to
the church. When it showed up in the

financial report, someone said,
“Preacher Moore, do you know who
gave this?”

I said, “They didn’t want it an-
nounced, but, I don’t mind telling you, it
was the Gardners.”

He said, “Who are the Gardners?”
I said, “Well, they sit over there by

the window.”
He said, “Do they sit over there all

the time?”
I said, “No, they sit anywhere they

want in this church.” Anybody who gives
that much money can sit on the platform
with Rex and me if they want.

Now, we are going to have to get
this in our heart and in our spirit. This
light is broad. It’s worldwide. It doesn’t
just shine in your corner or in your little
church. It shines worldwide, and every-
where it shines it has the same effect as
it does in North Georgia and in South
Carolina. That light is not partial, preju-
dice, or narrow. Glory to God. You don’t
need to limit God. The Bible says that
Moses’ crowd did! They limited God
because they wouldn’t believe. They

complained and bellyached. I never
knew a bellyacher to do anything worth
a flip. Amen.

I want to close with John 1:11-13:
“He came unto his own, and his own
received him not. But as many as re-
ceived him, to them gave he power to
become the sons of God, even to them
that believe on his name: Which were
born, not of blood, nor of the will of
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but
of God.”

They were born again. When
somebody is born again, they are funda-
mentally changed, not reformed, but
a change of substance. Now, you’re get-
ting nervous, aren’t you? Inside of you
there is substance, and I’m not talking
about your intestines and your esopha-
gus. You have a substance of spirit and
character within you, and that charac-
ter can go bad easily if it is left to itself.
Oh, I know, some of you are so holy
that if you breathed on me I would have
a Holy Ghost fit, and some of you have
absolutely perfect children. I know all
of that, but all have sinned and all are

Continued from page 7 . . .
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. . . Reaching Souls for Christ . . .

by Dr. John Reynolds
Pastor of Volusia County Baptist

Church, Orange City, FL

Our church has organized
soul winning on Tuesday
night, and we have our

midweek service on Thursday night, so
on Wednesday my wife and I had the
evening meal with my mother. When
your 93-year-old mother cooks supper
for you, you go eat with her. After the
meal and some fellowship, she excused
me while she and my wife continued
their conversation.

I had an appointment to see
a couple that had recently come to know
our church through our Tuesday night
Bible distribution and soul winning. They
were very friendly and had recently been
through some difficulties. It seemed that
these events had been used of the Lord
to get their attention. They agreed that it
was apparent to them the Lord was
working in their lives.

I told them we must start at the
very foundation if they were serious
about this. The man gave me his testi-
mony of salvation, and it was very clear
he had trusted Christ as his Saviour. I had
talked with them before, and she had also
told me she was saved. This time, how-
ever, I asked her to tell me how and
when she had gotten saved. Her state-
ment crumbled, and after listening to the
Gospel she said, “That is what I want.”

Now,

What Do I Do?

With tears in her eyes she asked,
“Will you help me pray?” I assured her
that was what the Lord would have me
do, and she sweetly trusted Christ. They
were both rejoicing. In fact, I was too.

Then, without prompting, she
asked, “What do I do now?”

I said, “You need to get baptized.”
She said, “Again?”
She had been raised a Catholic,

and I explained scriptural, believer’s
baptism. She asked when she could do
that. I told her we would be ready on
Sunday morning. We keep the water
warm. She said she would be there.

Then she said, “Then what do we
do?” This brought her husband back into
the conversation. They seemed eager to
be good children of the Father. They
committed to reading the Bible, praying,
attending church faithfully, and telling
others about the Lord. I encouraged
them to get involved in the activities of
the church and emphasized how they
need a new set of friends from among
God’s people.

It is refreshing to see folks allow
difficult times to cause them to look to
the Lord. I started quoting Romans 8:28
and the man finished the verse.

What a refreshing hour and a half
for this preacher!  V

VOLUSIA COUNTY
BAPTIST CHURCH

261 S Orange Avenue
Orange City, Florida 32763

(386)774-0181

Dr. John Reynolds, Pastor

Southland Bible InstituteSouthland Bible InstituteSouthland Bible InstituteSouthland Bible InstituteSouthland Bible Institute
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238 W. Southland Drive
Ashland, KY 41102

(606)928-5127

Dr. Arnold Adams—President

sinners. There are two kinds of sinners.
There are lost sinners and sinners saved
by grace. Those who have been saved
by grace are not what they once were.
Their substance has been changed.

A dear black lady stood and said,
“I wants to testify that I ain’t what I ought
to be, but, praise the Lord, I ain’t what
I used to be either, and, glory to His
name, I ain’t what I’m gonna be.”

I’ve been fundamentally changed.
I’m Irish, Welsh, and Scott—three quar-
ters Celtic, only one quarter is English.
But on the first day in May in 1941, the
light got bright enough that I saw my-
self, and it made a fundamental change
in me. I’ve never been the same since
then. Stay on the message.  V

Dr. Victor Bledsoe
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Pastor Tommy R. Kidd, Sr.

Dr. Bob Leatherwood
Dr. Rex McPherson

Dr. Edwin G. Moore, Jr.
Dr. Gary Moore

Dr. Tolbert Moore (Editor)
Rev. Dennis Petty
Dr. John Reynolds

Dr. Bobby Roberson
Dr. Ron Tankersley
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W hy missions? is a
question that seemingly
should not, nor need,

be asked, especially among a group of
independent, fundamental, King James
Bible, missions-minded Baptists like we
are. We have been in the forefront of
mission work for the last century. Yet,
I sense that we are losing our mission-
ary zeal.

Some less enlightened ones may
say, “It’s been two thousand years.
Haven’t we reached the world yet?” No,
sadly, we have not. All that we have done
has not been enough. Another may won-
der, “Why must we constantly be call-
ing for new manpower (people to go)
when we have all this wonderful tech-
nology?” Still others may ask, “Why
should I give up my lifelong dreams, plans,
and ambitions and live a life dependent
upon the support of churches to go and
serve for the sake of others? Why can’t
I live a little for myself? Why should

I give of my hard earned money to reach
the lost? Why missions and why me?
Why should I even consider for one
moment such a life of sacrifice? Why
must God call upon me when there are
so many others who are more qualified?”

If you really need an answer to
these questions, you may need to get
saved. Here’s your answer—because
He gave His life for you. He came to
your rescue when you were drowning
in sin. He lifted you when you were sink-
ing in sorrow. He redeemed you when
you had sold yourself to sin and death.
He took your sin, your guilt, and your
shame and bore it to Calvary paying the
price of your salvation.

We are raising the question this
week, “Why missions?” for many obvi-
ous reasons. One reason is because
there is an awesome place called
Heaven. It is a place of matchless
beauty, happiness, and everlasting fel-
lowship with God, a place where sin

cannot exist and sickness cannot enter.
“Why missions?” Because of Heaven!

“Why missions?” Because there
is an awful place called Hell. It is
a place of torment, burning, and unend-
ing desperation “where their worm dieth
not, and the fire is not quenched.” Many
are entering Hell every second of every
day, and no one ever exits. If you have
seen my display table, you have seen the
shocking graphic of the man burning in
Hell with the words “Why missions?”
at the top. I have watched some of you
as you passed by and glanced at it. I’ve
seen you pause and ponder it. I have
seen some of you back up and back
away. It is a stark reminder of what it
will be like in the lake of fire for all who
know not the Savior. The hollowness of
his eyes and the look of agony on his
face is all that is needed to answer the
question, “Why missions?” However,
our text also gives us three reasons to
raise the question, “Why missions?”

Why Missions?

John 4:35-42
Matthew 9:35-38

by Dr. Rex McPherson
General Director for the GPA

Preached at the Campus Church
Missions Conference
Pensacola, FL, 2008
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Continued on page 12

WHY MISSIONS? BECAUSE
THE TASK IS GREAT

We might ask, “Why is it so great?”
The task is great because “the harvest
truly is plenteous.” With over six billion
people in the world today, the job is enor-
mous. With 300 million in America and
millions more just outside our borders,
we have much work to do.

The task is great because “the
labourers are few,” Matt. 9:37. The num-
ber of real Christians is few, and the
number of those who are dedicated and
living for the Lord is even fewer. If ev-
ery student here today responded by
going to the mission field, it still would
not be enough. We might ask, “What can
we do?” The answer is simple. Involve
yourself and work for the Lord. Get busy
and do something for the cause of Christ
here in your local church. Pray for more
workers. We can’t send out a head
hunter like they do in the business world
and recruit someone for this job. God
alone can place this high and holy call-
ing in a surrendered heart. Yet, some-
how, God in His sovereignty has linked
our praying for workers to His calling of
them. We must pray! We need more
workers, and we must get them through
the means of prayer.

WHY MISSIONS? BECAUSE
THE TIME IS SHORT

Jesus said that the fields “are white
already to harvest.” Jesus was looking
upon the people of Sychar as they came
out to the well to meet Him. He knew
the hunger in their souls and that the time
for reaping had come. He urged His dis-
ciples to stop thinking about themselves
and their bellies and start thinking about
the needs of others. The time for reap-
ing would soon be over, and unless they
acted quickly, precious souls would be
lost. Manpower and man-hours are
needed in the fields today.

A person’s life is like this. We
flourish but for a season, and then we

A little while later, when I was
getting the girls ready for bed, Shelby
motioned for me to come close to her so
she could whisper in my ear. She said,
“Mommy, I’m ready. I wanna pray. Can
we get saved now?”

Let me tell you it was all I could
do to hold it together! I got Sarah and
Sydney in the bed as fast as I could, then
I grabbed my Bible to meet Shelby on
her bed. Before I even opened my Bible,
she told me to read Romans 10:10 and
Romans 6:23! I knew then that she was
ready! She prayed the sweetest prayer
that I’ve ever heard. When we were
done, I had tears rolling down my face
and could hardly talk. She said,
“Mommy, don’t cry. Be happy. I’m not
gonna go to Hell. Jesus is in my heart
now, and I feel glorious, like there is
a bright light shining in me now. I know
what will happen when I die, but I also
know that Jesus will help me live too!”

You know, I think kids are smarter
than most adults!

Amazing! Being able to lead my
daughter to the Lord was better than
giving birth!  V

In 1979 while door knocking on
a cold, snowy night in Lexington, KY,
Jessica and I met Shelby’s grandparents,
Jerry & Sue Baldwin. Becky (Shelby’s
mother) was only a little girl. The
Baldwins began attending our church,
and I later baptized Sue, Becky, and her
brother Luke. The Baldwin family re-
mained faithful to the Lord, and now
Shelby is the third generation to be saved
partly because of door knocking in the
snow!

Better Than
Giving Birth!

Tonight has been the most
amazing night of my life!
I just have to share it.

The girls and I had just returned
home from church and were eating
a quick dinner. I was making tea and
doing dishes, when I heard Shelby (8)
asking Sarah (5) and Sydney (3) if they
knew about Jesus, Satan, and Hell.
I heard her tell them that “if they did not
ask Jesus into their hearts then they
would go to a very hot, scary place called
Hell.” She told them that “when they got
to Hell, God would no longer look at them
or help them.” She told them that “Jesus
came to save us from having to go to
Hell, that He died on the cross and rose
again the third day, just like the Scrip-
tures said.” Shelby asked her sisters if
they “understood what she was saying
and were they ready to get saved?” Sa-
rah and Sydney looked at her like she
was crazy and began to play and act silly.

They did not get it, but Shelby did!
I asked her if she had asked Jesus into
her heart at church, and she said she
“wanted to, but did not know the right
words.” I told her when she was ready,
just come to me, and I would help her.

We’ve had these conversations
a lot the last couple of years, and although
I had prayed like crazy for this, I really
did not expect her to say anymore.

by Becky Shatzoff
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die. All is lost if we are not saved. Not
only is a person’s lifespan short, but
within it there is often a very short span
of time in which a person can be reached
with the Gospel.

We must reach them while they
are young. I have learned by experience
that you can win a generation of young
people and watch them grow up to be-
come solid Christians if you will put forth
the energy and resources.

We must reach them while they
are hurting. When I was a missionary in
Wales, I heard of a terrible accident that
happened on the edge of our village.
Simon Connally was a truck driver. He
drove the big tractor and trailer rigs. He
was driving through the village during the
time when schools let the children out
for lunch. The sidewalks were always
jammed with kids at that time. Some-
how, a twelve-year-old boy fell into the
street, and Simon ran over him, and the
boy was killed. When I learned of the
accident, I went to see Simon. I did not
know Simon or the boy. I rang the door-
bell and knocked for what seemed a long

time before he came to the door. I went
in and sat with him for a while. I tried to
comfort him and talk to him about Jesus,
but it seemed that I could not make any
breakthrough that day, so I left him with
a prayer and a Gospel tract thinking that
I would come back later and try to help
him. The Sunday after my visit, Simon
came to church and continued to do so
for the next few weeks. Then one Sun-
day he was saved, and his life turned
around instantly. He testified that the
verse on the tract that spoke to his heart
was Matt. 11:28, “Come unto me, all ye
that labor and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest.” God used that word of
comfort and hope to reach the heart of
a hurting man. Simon was later called to
preach and has worked to reach his fel-
low truck drivers for Christ. He and
Michelle, along with their daughter, are
serving the Lord together in Wales.

We reach them with real Christian
love. There is no substitute for demon-
strating the love of Christ for people.
Love breaks down barriers. Love over-
comes fears, resentments, and mistrust.
Love has a power that can soften the
hardest and warm the coldest heart.

WHY MISSIONS? BECAUSE
THE REWARDS ARE ETERNAL

Those we win to Christ will live
forever. What could be better than this?

Paul called his converts his joy and his
crown of rejoicing. Ray Boltz wrote the
song, Thank You. In the song, he says
he dreamed he went to Heaven. With
him was a man who had given money to
missions and taught children in Sunday
school. He talks about all the little things
his friend had done for the cause of Christ
and how people came one after the other
to say, “Thank you,” for what he had
done to reach them with the Gospel.
A bright mansion, streets of gold, and
a crown of life cannot compare with that
kind of eternal reward.

There is a reward promised to the
reapers, vs. 36. “He that reapeth
receiveth wages.” Make no mistake
about it. It pays to serve the Lord, now
and in eternity. Dan. 12:3, “And they that
be wise shall shine as the brightness of
the firmament; and they that turn many
to righteousness as the stars for ever and
ever.” Oh, to one day be numbered
among the shining ones of Heaven.

If you have been asking yourself,
“Why missions?” May I ask you, “Why
not missions?” Would you be willing to
serve 10 or 12 years on a foreign field?
Who knows, you may find that it turns
into a lifetime of fruitful ministry. Would
you be willing to come and kneel at this
altar and offer yourself as a living sacri-
fice?  V

Why Missions?
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Promises, and all of them true
1 Kings 8:56

by Rev. Dennis Petty, GPA Director of Missions & Evangelism

Solomon, having ended his prayer, stood and blessed all the congregation of Israel, and in
that blessing he made one declaration which cannot but be repeated from age to age
with increasing emphasis and joy, “There hath not failed one word of all His good
promise.” This is the continual testimony of God’s people.

Surely it is a wonderful thing that the eternal God should make promises to His own crea-
tures. No one has any natural right to promises of blessing, nor can we deserve them.
They flow from the boundless love of God, and from that alone.

There are promises, many and precious, all confirmed in Christ Jesus. “For all the promises
of God in Him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us” (2 Cor. 1: 20).
These promises are discovered by the exercise of faith. To help us trust, the promises were not only spoken, but written.
“In the volume of the book it is written.” Happy is he who believes the promises and leaves all else in the hands of infi-
nite wisdom and love.

I. GOD’S PRESENCE IS PROMISED
To the great longing of God’s people for the assurance of His presence with them, God has responded graciously and

generously with some precious promises in His Word, such as, “Thou art with me” (Ps. 23:4), “Certainly I will be
with thee” (Ex. 3:12), “Lo, I am with you alway” (Mt. 28:20).

The presence of the Lord has provided encouragement for saints throughout the ages. When Jacob was at Bethel, the
Lord promised, “I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest” (Gen. 28:15). As Joshua stood on
the east bank of the Jordan river, ready to lead Israel into Canaan, the Lord strengthened him with these words, “As
I was with Moses, so I will be with thee” (Josh. 1:5). When Jesus commissioned His disciples to carry the Gospel to
all nations, He encouraged them with the words, “I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world” (Mt. 28:20).
“My presence shall go with thee” (Ex. 33:14) —My presence! Mine! with thee!
IT IS A COMFORTING PRESENCE, “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no

evil: for thou art with me” (Ps. 23:4). IT IS A CHEERING PRESENCE, “In thy presence is fulness of joy” (Ps.
16:11). IT IS A CONSTANT PRESENCE, “Lo, I am with you alway” (Mt. 28:20).

II. GOD’S PEACE IS PROMISED
“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you” (John 14:27).
Peace is the tranquil state of a soul assured of its salvation through Christ and that rest of soul which comes from the

establishment of a right relationship with God.
The Gospel, the most glorious of all God’s designs, is called “the Gospel of peace.” The great name of God, by which

He is revealed to His believing people, is “the God of peace.” Christ, the blessed Saviour, is the “Prince of peace,”
and peace is the fruit of the Spirit.

In Gal. 1:3, Paul wrote “Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ.” When grace
has been experienced, peace is the result.

“My peace I give.” What was Christ’s peace? It was the peace of spirit which came from His oneness with God, His
complete harmony with the will of the Father. Sorrows deeper than we can imagine broke over Him; a cup more
bitter than we can conceive was given Him to drink; yet He was at peace. Harmony with God was the secret of His
peace. Christ’s legacy to His friends was not the peace of exemption or escape, but that of serenity and tranquility.

III. GOD’S PROVISION IS PROMISED
Paul unequivocally declares: “But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus”

(Phil. 4:19). The Lord will supply without fail. We must trust without fear.
THE SOURCE OF THE SUPPLY—“My God.” THE SURENESS OF THE SUPPLY—“shall supply.” THE SUF-

FICIENCY OF THE SUPPLY—“all your need.” THE STANDARD OF THE SUPPLY—“according to his
riches in glory.” THE SIGNATURE FOR THE SUPPLY—“by Christ Jesus.” With His signature on the promise,
it will be honored on presentation without question. No wonder the apostle burst forth with ringing doxology in the
next verse. “Now unto God and our Father be glory for ever and ever.”  V
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the world cannot receive, because it
seeth him not, neither knoweth him:
but ye know him; for he dwelleth with
you, and shall be in you.”

That’s the way the Holy Spirit
works. I’ve learned and I’m convinced
that He is in me, but then He works with
me as I respond to His leadership. When
He anoints me to preach the Gospel,
then the Holy Spirit works with Himself
and with me in the hearts, minds, and
lives of the hearers. Sometimes they
reject it. Sometimes they accept it. But,
it is still He who works with me.

Now, not only does the Holy Spirit
guide me, abide with me, comfort me,
inspire me, strengthen me, enlighten me,
but the Holy Spirit also witnesses in my
spirit, in the spirit that is within me. In
other words, the Holy Spirit, who lives
within me, witnesses with the Holy Spirit
that is within other people. Thank God,
I do not and never have had the idea
that I am the only person who has the
Holy Spirit or that I am the only preacher
that is anointed. There are many
anointed preachers.

The anointing guides us into all
truth. He does not immediately give you
all truth. Now, sometimes in our carnal
mind, when the Spirit enlightens us, our
carnal mind thinks, “I now know it all.
I know more than anybody.” But that is
the flesh. The Holy Spirit enlightens us
and guides us as we study the written
Word.

I make this statement often, “If you
had the original autographs, which we
don’t have in existence now, but if you
had them, the Hebrew, Greek, and other
languages that were mixed in sometimes,
and you could read them fluently, and if

Continued on page 18
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. . . For Women of Distinction . . .

God Is Sustaining Us
by Roberta Johnson

hhis verse seemed to jump off
the page at me the morning
after my husband Keith col-

lapsed with a heart attack and suffered
brain damage due to the lack of oxygen.
I just knew it meant that God was going
to wake him up and was taking care of
him until that time. Although there has
been some improvement, Keith is still not
“awake” from the coma. He does seem
to “awake” when he is spoken to or
touched. He moves his head and lifts his
arm occasionally, but he is still not fully
“awake.” However, the Lord is truly
sustaining Keith as well as my family
and me. That is what I want to share
with you. Amidst the physical suffering
that Keith is going through, God is sus-
taining us.

Yes, churches and individuals have
been so wonderful to continue sending
our monthly missionary support and large
offerings, but here are just a few of the
things that have been a blessing to me
and have kept me going another day.

The day of Keith’s heart attack,
I was taken to Wheeling in a small private

plane at no cost to me. While I was in
Wheeling for almost a month, a church
let me stay in their apartment that was
only 5 minutes from the hospital. A family
from the Chicago area, who have three
small children and one on the way, drove
all the way to Wheeling, West Virginia,
to see me while Keith was in the hospi-
tal. A lady from a church in Connecti-
cut where we visited one time sends me
the most encouraging cards and letters
with a five or ten dollar bill tucked in-
side. A family from Maryland came and
spent the weekend visiting with us and
sang for Keith at the nursing home. They
brought along a giant card that the kids
from their church had signed. A child-
ren’s church in Ohio made cards for
Keith and me at Christmas. A family
from Caleb’s school sent us a card with
cash in it. The children wanted the
money that would have been spent on
them for Christmas to be given to us.
They let the principal give it to us, so
they could stay anonymous. One of our
supporting churches is paying for Caleb’s
tuition for the rest of the school year.

An envelope came in the mail with $335
neatly wrapped in a paper towel. There
was an address, but no name. A $20 bill
came in an envelope with a note that
said, “Thinking about you,” with no name
or return address. I received a message
on my home phone that said, “I just
wanted you to know we’re praying. You
are not going through this alone.” That
message has not been deleted. A
preacher’s wife came to the hospital to
visit and brought along a gift of fifty-cent
pieces that her children had been col-
lecting. What a sacrifice. I put them in
the drawer with the rest of the coins that
Keith collects! A young lady brought
a letter to Keith telling him how he had
been instrumental in her decision to go
into missions.

That is just a small portion of a very
long list. I could go on and on telling of
the hundreds of e-mails, cards, phone
calls, gift cards, and people who bring
me lunch, loads of firewood, etc. God
has blessed us so much materially, but
mostly in having such a large circle of
Christian people who love us and are
praying and giving.

On that morning as I read Psalm
3:5, I was sure that verse was meant
for Keith. I don’t know if Keith will
“awake” here or in Heaven, but I do
know that he will eventually “awake.”
I also know that I am able to lie down
and sleep at night through the Lord’s
sustenance.  V

[I have watched and listened to
Roberta through the long months
that her husband, Keith, has been
unconscious, and she has had to
deal with the uncertainties of each
day. As I was thinking of some-
one to ask to write an article for
the Women of Distinction column,
I thought of her. She certainly is
a Woman of Distinction, and her
article is a great reminder of God’s
provision and comfort through ter-
rible times.—Sue Lutz]

TT
“I laid me down and slept; I awaked; for the LORD sustained me,” Psalm 3:5
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An excerpt from Lecture to my Students–On the Voice by C. H. Spurgeon
now–hem–hem–to bring before you,
and–hem–hem–I have to call upon you
to give me–hem–hem–your most seri-
ous–hem–attention.”

Avoid this most zealously. Others,
from want of clearing the throat, talk as
if they were choked up, and were just
about to expectorate; it were far better
to do so at once than to sicken the hearer
by repeated unpleasant sounds. Snuffling

and sniffing are excusable enough when
a man has a cold, but they are extremely
unpleasant, and when they become ha-
bitual, they ought to be indicted under
the “Nuisances Act.”

Pray excuse me, it may appear vul-
gar to mention such things, but your at-
tention to the plain and free observations
made in this lecture room may save many
remarks at your expense hereafter.  V

Each year we give you the opportunity to sponsor a missionary for the meeting. For $150.00 each
(double occupancy) or $300.00 per couple you can sponsor a missionary. If you would like to sponsor
a missionary (or missionary family), send all donations to: The GPA, PO Box 465177, Lawrenceville, GA
30042-5177. Your help in the past has truly been a great blessing.

Lastly, I would say with regard
to your throats–take care of

them. Take care always to clear them
well when you are about to speak, but
do not be constantly clearing them while
you are preaching.

A very esteemed brother of my ac-
quaintance always talks in this way–“My
dear friends–hem–hem–this is a most–
hem–important subject which I have
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StewardshipStewardship

in Matthew 23:23: “Woe unto you,
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for
ye pay tithe of mint and anise and
cummin, and have omitted the weightier
matters of the law, judgment, mercy,
and faith: these ought ye to have done,
and not to leave the other undone.”

Now, all my life, I’ve heard both
sides concerning this business of Chris-
tian giving. First, I have heard people say,
“I don’t believe in tithing to the church.
That is an Old Testament principle.” Of
course, that is not very expensive, if you
don’t believe in tithing and giving.

Then I hear people say, “I don’t
believe in paying the preacher.” Neither
do I. I believe in supporting the Gospel
of Christ.

A lot of people say, “I love our
preacher. He doesn’t want my money.”
I don’t want your money either. I live by
faith in God’s supply. The money you
give to the cause of Christ is not yours if
you give it. The storehouse is God’s
store.

Many people say, “I have invested
so much in the church.” That is laud-
able. God has promised to pour out His
blessings on those who really give to the
cause of Christ. However, it is not an
investment, in the sense that you are to
get some financial return, nor does it give
you greater authority.

My testimony is simple. When
I began living by faith, God tested me
and proved His promise many times.
I have never asked a church to pay me
more than they were willing. Many
churches simply supported me by “love
offerings” or “free will offerings.” Some
were overwhelming. Some were very
limited. Some churches voted to give me
a certain amount. They have the right to
do whatever they choose. What they
give is not my responsibility. What they
give is their responsibility. My responsi-
bility is to teach them the Word of God
and let them make their choice.

No church has ever given me
a work schedule. I’ve heard of it, but
I have never had it imposed on me. Of
course, I wouldn’t stand for it if they did.
They’ll say that you need to be in the
office six or ten hours a day. You need
to visit so much. You can only have one
day a week off. I’ve never had them
tell me that. I don’t know how I would
react if they did. I would probably tell
them they don’t want a pastor. They
want an employee, and I’m not for hire.
I’ve been called and paid for by the Lord
Jesus Christ.

What we believe about the Gospel
determines our salvation. What we be-
lieve about stewardship, service, and the
second coming determines rewards at
the Judgement Seat of Christ. Romans
14:10: “But why dost thou judge thy
brother? or why dost thou set at
nought thy brother? for we shall all
stand before the judgment seat of
Christ.”

2 Corinthians 5:10: “For we must
all appear before the judgment seat
of Christ; that every one may receive
the things done in his body, accord-
ing to that he hath done, whether it
be good or bad.”

Which is more expensive, to go to
the Judgement Seat of Christ having
given time, talent, and tithes, or not giv-
ing in time, talent, and tithes?  V

The Bible has much to say about
giving. One of the favorite passages of
most preachers is Malachi 3:8: “Will
a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed
me. But ye say, Wherein have we
robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.”

Luke 6:38: “Give, and it shall be
given unto you; good measure,
pressed down, and shaken together,
and running over, shall men give into
your bosom. For with the same mea-
sure that ye mete withal it shall be
measured to you again.”

1 Corinthians 16:2: “Upon the first
day of the week let every one of you
lay by him in store, as God hath pros-
pered him.”

I Corinthians 9:11: “If we have
sown unto you spiritual things, is it
a great thing if we shall reap your
carnal things?”

Romans 15:27: “It hath pleased
them verily; and their debtors they
are. For if the Gentiles have been
made partakers of their spiritual
things, their duty is also to minister
unto them in carnal things.”

Paul talks about his personal sup-
port in Philippians 4:16, I Thessalonians
1:3, and in Hebrews 6:10. These Scrip-
tures are about stewardship: Philippians
4:11, 4:12, and 4:15. The Bible, as I said,
has much to say about giving. Jesus said

by Dr. Tolbert Moore

How expensive is your faith in the Christ of God?
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Would you like to know more about Roman Catholic
doctrine and be able to witness more effectively to Roman
Catholics?

The CONVERSION CENTER (founded over 50 years
ago) would like to help you. Write for a free current catalog
and free sample tracts.
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Continued from page 14 . . .

    My Life’s
             Convictions

Sometimes, people ask me, “Do
you know that you are going to Heaven
when you die?”

They are shocked when I answer,
“Not of my own knowledge.”

They will respond in amazement,
“What do you mean?”

Well, really what I mean is the
carnal mind, mine as well as yours, is
not subject to the law of God, neither
indeed can be. I only know because
there is a witness in my soul, in my spirit,
of the Holy Spirit that gives me the deep
conviction that I belong to the Lord and
that when I leave this body I will be with
Him. He will give me that house which
is from Heaven to abide in, in the Para-
dise of the third Heaven, until He brings
me back and resurrects my body. I don’t
fully understand all of that, but I believe
it, because the Bible teaches it.

Now, let me go one step further
with this. The Bible tells us that one of
the gifts is discernment of spirits, and
the first thing that we must learn from
the Holy Spirit and the Bible is to dis-
cern whether we are following our own
spirit, or God’s Spirit, or an evil spirit.
The evil spirit does not appear as an ugly
spirit. He appears as a beautiful spirit as
he did when he tempted Eve. So, we
have to learn first to discern our own
spirit. Is it from God or evil? That does
not give us the authority to judge others,
but it does let us know how to respond if
we hear someone in a bad spirit. All bad
spirits, as I said, are not ugly. Sometimes
they may sound very, very good.

So the Holy Spirit will convict,
guide, and convince. Even as Christians
we must be convicted and convinced.
I’m convicted and convinced in my very
soul that I would have never been al-
lowed to work in the Kingdom of God,
the Kingdom of Christ here on earth, in
the churches that are part of the King-
dom of God, in my own ability—my own
fleshly or mental capacity. I am con-
victed and convinced that where I am,

2235 Spero Road
Randleman

North Carolina 27317
Tommy Kidd

Pastor

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH

(336)672-1927

you, like the Apostle Paul, knew seven
different languages, but you did not have
the Holy Spirit, you would not know God.
You would not be able to get the real
truth.”

Now, of course, in our carnal mind,
our fleshly mind, we can’t really con-
ceive or grasp all of the Bible. I read
after about five different scholars who
know Hebrew, Greek, and other lan-
guages, but none of them know it all.

This is because the carnal mind is a fi-
nite mind, but the Holy Spirit is infinite.
I used to hear Preacher John Fowler talk
about the finite mind and the infinite mind.
I didn’t understand it then, and I don’t
fully understand it now, but at least
I know what we are talking about.

Now, the Holy Spirit must convict.
It must not simply be a convincing of the
carnal mind, but the Holy Spirit must
convict the soul, the very basis and foun-
dation of our being. As we are convicted,
He guides our repentance, the changing
of our mind, or the enlightenment of our
mind, or the adding to our knowledge and
wisdom in our spiritual mind.
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where I’ve been, and whatever has been
accomplished in my feeble efforts have
been because of the guidance, the pres-
ence, and the work of the Holy Spirit of
Almighty God in me.

I am convinced that the order of
our preaching and singing service is not
why God blesses. He blesses the right
and humble spirit before Him. I’ve been
in some services that were so undirected
or unplanned that I would think, “Surely,
the Holy Spirit will not honor this.” Yet
somehow the Holy Spirit would get con-
trol and blessings would flow. I am con-
vinced that it is not our order, or style of
service, that God blesses. He blesses
because we draw nigh to Him, and then
He draws nigh to us.

Let’s read I John 5: 6-10, “This is
he that came by water and blood,
even Jesus Christ; not by water only,
but by water and blood. And it is the
Spirit that beareth witness, because
the Spirit is truth. For there are three
that bear record in heaven, the Fa-
ther, the Word, and the Holy Ghost:
and these three are one. And there
are three that bear witness in earth,
the spirit, and the water, and the
blood: and these three agree in one.
If we receive the witness of men, the
witness of God is greater: for this is
the witness of God which he hath tes-
tified of his Son. He that believeth on
the Son of God hath the witness in
himself: he that believeth not God hath
made him a liar; because he believeth
not the record that God gave of his Son.”

God bless you.  V
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