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Dear Readers,

Luke 21:3 tells of a widow casting two mites into the treasury, and
Jesus commending her. She had given the most, because it was all sheit was all sheit was all sheit was all sheit was all she
had or could possibly afforhad or could possibly afforhad or could possibly afforhad or could possibly afforhad or could possibly afforddddd! Each gift for The Eagle magazine is
important because of your love and sacrifice. We receive some large gifts,
but most of our gifts are from $5.00 to $25.00. Each gift is appreciated
from the heart. I feel each gift comes with prayer and appreciation which
means so much to all of us who work to make The Eagle as good as we can
for the Cause of Jesus Christ, our blessed Saviour.

Hearing from so many friends across the spectrum of our Indepen-
dent Baptist faith expressing appreciation, encouragement, and comments
is always appreciated.

We all must do all we can to advance the Gospel of Jesus Christ in
these critical times of attack from unbelievers–both at home and abroad.
Even though our missionaries have difficult days, they report the Gospel of
the grace of our God and Saviour is still the power of God to everyone who
believes and still changes lives.

God bless you.

IN HIS GRIP,

Tolbert Moore
Editor

Do You Have INTERNET Access?

You can read The Eagle online at TolbertMoore.com.
Click on the button for The Eagle magazine, choose the
issue you wish to read, and it will download in the exact
same format as the paper version. You will need Adobe
Acrobat Reader which can be downloaded for free from
the Adobe web site.

IF YOU WOULD RATHER READ THE EAGLE ON THE WEB , please
let us know, 1(800)962-1641. We will remove your name from the mailing list.
Many who are “computer savvy” appreciate less mail in their mail boxes!
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by Dr. Tolbert Moore

Preached at Galilean Baptist Church
Lawrenceville, GA, Oct 4, 2009

“The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in
his way. Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD
upholdeth him with his hand. I have been young, and now am old; yet have I
not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread. He is ever mer-
ciful, and lendeth; and his seed is blessed. Depart from evil, and do good; and
dwell for evermore.”                                                      —Psalm 37:23-27

our knowledge, when we slip or falter,
He holds us up. I praise God for that,
because I have never met anybody who
does not fall.

Some of the greatest preachers
with whom I have ever associated would
say, “Oh, I falter.” Even the great apostle
Paul said in Romans 7:21-22: “I find
then a law, that, when I would do
good, evil is present with me. For
I delight in the law of the Lord, after
the inward man.” I don’t do what I want
to do, what I start out to do, but the grace
of God is sufficient.

Following that concept, I want to
talk about “the steps of a good man
are ordered by the Lord: and he
delighteth in his way.” We begin with
Abraham. Abraham made that first step.
Oh, I love what the Bible says about
Abraham in James 2:23: “And the scrip-
ture was fulfilled which saith, Abra-
ham believed God, and it was imputed
unto him for righteousness: and he
was called the Friend of God.”

The first step is to believe God,
not just believe what you have heard
about Him, but to believe Him. Lots of
folks just hear about Him. My pastor
used to say, “Some follow Him, and oth-
ers follow them.” I don’t want people
just to follow Christianity. I want them
to follow Christ. When you hear from
Him, then you can believe in Him. Your
first step on the right road, as you jour-
ney through your life, is to put your trust
and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

I was only 12 years old when
I trusted Him. The best thing that ever
happened to me was being saved by the
grace of God. I thank the Lord I trusted
Him early in my life, so I could do all my
stumbling and fumbling while I was
young. I learned from my mistakes, and
the Lord has shown me the right steps
to take.

Have you taken that first step?
Have you put your faith and trust in Him?
If so, then you are ready for the next
step. Psalm 18:36: “Thou hast enlarged
my steps under me, that my feet did
not slip.”

The second step is going
higher. You are on an upward journey.

I want to read some other Scrip-
tures about steps. Job said in
chapter 14 verse 16: “For now

thou numberest my steps; dost thou
not watch over my sin?”

Now, go to Romans 4:12: “And
the father of circumcision to them who
are not of the circumcision only, but
who also walk in the steps of that faith
of our father Abraham, which he had
being yet uncircumcised.”

I am going to make a few com-
ments before I get into the heart of the
message. The Scripture says: “The
steps of a good man are ordered by
the Lord: and he delighteth in his way.
Though he fall. . . .” We have a lot of
heros in Hebrews chapter 11, but none
of them are perfect. Noah got drunk.
Abraham lied. David committed adultery
and murder, yet the Lord held them up.
His mercy and His grace supported them.
I don’t recommend any of that, nor does
the Bible. The Lord orders our steps, and
if we are following Him to the best of
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God orders your steps. Notice, the Bible
does not say that He commands them,
but He orders them. He gives you an
orderly life.

Some people say, “My life is
messed up. I’m all turned around. I’m
all confused.” Somebody made a bad
step when that happened, because or-
derly steps are given to us by the Lord.
He will put your life in order. Make that
first step (put your faith in Jesus), then
God will enlarge your second step as you
begin a journey to praise and honor Him
in service for His kingdom, one way or
another.

Now, different people have differ-
ent talents. I have been fortunate in my
life to work with many talented people.
However, I remember hearing Bob
Jones, Sr. say, “I have a lot of talented,
ingenious people on my staff, but I don’t
have that many who are loyal. You can-
not buy loyalty. You can buy genius and
talent, but loyalty is not for sale. Loyalty
comes from the character of the indi-
vidual.”

As you make that next step, God
starts to enlarge your borders and
broaden your outreach. Whether you
are a preacher, a singer, a teacher,
somebody witnessing door to door, what-
ever it is you do for the Lord, God will
enlarge your outreach as you follow
Him. There are no small works in the
Kingdom of the Lord. Every work is
needful to get the job done.

Every step is important to avoid
missteps. As you step into that broader
work, more is required. Job said in Job
14:16, “For now thou numberest my
steps: dost thou not watch over my
sin?” To “watch over my sin” is like
the work of the shepherd. He is watching

over it. God can get you by it and out of
it. You can get forgiveness and learn
your lesson. Some people don’t ever
learn anything. We have people in reli-
gious leadership across this country and
in the Independent Baptist Movement
who don’t get it. They are not listening
to God. You need to be careful when
God gives you a task to do. Be loyal and
dedicated to God and to that task. When
you slip, He is there. He will hold you
up, if you will reach out for Him.

I have friends and relatives who
have made some bad steps, missteps.
One of them stopped by to talk with me
the other day to let me know that God
still has His hand on his life. If you wreck
your life, and God had His hand on you
(you made that first step), then He still
has His hand on you.

King David is a good example.
David yielded to the lust of the flesh and
took a woman who was another man’s
wife. She became pregnant. David tried
to get her husband, who had been on the
battlefield, to go home, so he could lay
with his wife and cover up what David

had done, but her husband would not do
it. So, David gave him a note, sent him
back to battle, and told them to have him
killed. Nathan, the prophet, walked in and
pointed David’s sin out to him. David,
with a broken heart, repented and then
lost the child in death while he (David)
wept and fasted. Yet, God picked David
up and used him to lead Israel higher
and higher.

You may regret your missteps for
the rest of your life, but if you are God’s,
He will forgive you. Yes, He will punish
you, but He does not punish you so you
can pay for your sins. Payment for your
sins was made at the cross. You don’t
pay for anything. Somebody said, “God
forgives you for all of your sins before
you are saved, then you pay for the rest
of them after you are saved.” No, you
don’t. You don’t have any more capac-
ity to pay for them after you are saved
than you did before you were saved. God
paid for your sins at the cross of Cal-
vary. He will chasten you for your mis-
steps, but thank God, He will forgive you

The Steps

of a Good Man
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. . . The Eagle’ s Claw . . .

by Dr. Tolbert Moore

My Life’ s
Convictions

Part XXIII
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Builders and Rebuilders

We must fight the good
fight of faith, but
DON’T FORGET

TO BUILD!  Bus ministries nationwide
have declined since the mid-eighties, and
Sunday schools have declined as the bus
ministry has lost momentum.

Sunday school is where beginners
through adults learn and maintain basic
Christian doctrines. Sunday school
should be a long arm of the church to
reach families of the community. When
Sunday school (Bible study) weakens,
the church is weakened. We must build
and rebuild our Sunday schools.

How do we do it?
Without buses, it is not easy. One

of the main things in building a success-
ful Bible study program is having knowl-
edgeable, trained teachers and workers.
Every church member will not be
a teacher; however, every member can
be a worker. Teachers must have
a knowledge of the Bible and be able to
teach (that is lead) the study of others.
Most people who have a gift to teach
will learn from the pastor or other teach-
ers who can clearly present the biblical
text. Some will require more training than

others. Teachers are key to leading the
classes to learn and grow.

Workers can be anyone who cares
about people and wants to be a part of
a growing, hence exciting, Sunday school
and church. Workers (led by the teacher
and pastor) visit, follow-up, witness, and
welcome everyone to their church and
Sunday school. Workers can help with
socials and with sending cards to the sick,
absent members, and visitors. They can
be part of a telephone network and
prayer chain. Without workers, teach-
ers find it difficult to reach new people.

Sunday school promotions and pro-
grams help to reach out to the commu-
nity. Consistent weekly follow-up is
a must for building and rebuilding. Pas-
toral leadership is primary in growing
Sunday school. Dr. Lee Roberson, one
of the principal leaders in church growth,
said, “Everything rises and falls on lead-
ership!”

Pastors, we must dedicate our-
selves to leading and training teachers
and workers. God will help us to reach
our communities for Christ during these
turbulent times.  V

Cor nerStone Ba ptist Chur c h

Pastor Peter Guenther Building Families by Faith

34 Graham St.
Woodstock, Ontario

Canada, N4S 6J6
(519)537-0125

PROCOMP Computer Services, Inc.
Computer support services for churches and small businesses — We offer:

• Servers • Desktop computers • Networks • Software • Web sites
Many services can be provided remotely, without a technician having to travel to your site.
Web sites can expand your ministry world-wide. A few of our clients’ web sites are:

www.peoplesbaptisttucker.com, www.tolbertmoore.com, www.galilean-baptist.org

PROCOMP Computer Services, Inc. • www.procompcomputer.com • 678-701-4480
A Christian-owned company run on the principles of God’s Word

We will donate 10% of your labor bill to support The Eagle magazine
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THERE IS ONLY ONE ROAD TO HEAVEN

Bill Hayes, Pastor

The CrossRoad Church

too. He will still bless you and let you
serve Him.

A singer, who at one time was
a pastor, made a misstep (not a terrible
one, but a bad one). He is paying greatly
for it. I’ve watched him and listened to
him. Do you know what? He has some
joy. Although every day he grieves over
it, he is humble and has the touch of God.

Sometimes, when a fellow gets
high-minded, he is prone to really
make a misstep. He’s thinking, “I’ve got
it made. I’m such a nice guy, and ev-
erybody knows what a great fellow I am.
If I slip a little, nobody will believe it.”

Don’t you try any of that! I will
guarantee that is when you are go-
ing to mess up the worst yet! That is
a terrible attitude to have. Remember,
none of us are anything without God’s
blessing, and none of us can make the
right journey unless He orders our steps.

Here is what the apostle Paul
writes in II Corinthians 12:18: “I desired
Titus, and with him I sent a brother.
Did Titus make a gain of you? walked
we not in the same spirit? walked we
not in the same steps?”

Making the right steps sets an
example for those who come behind
you. My son, Gary, said to me the other
day, “Dad, I thank God for the example
that was set before me.” (Now, he was
not just talking about me.) What I am
saying is, when you are heading in the
right direction, taking heed to your jour-
ney, then you are setting the right ex-
ample for your children.

I watch people. If Dad is not loyal,
chances are, he won’t raise loyal chil-
dren. If Mom is not loyal, chances are,
she won’t raise loyal daughters. (It’s
getting very quiet in here!) Examples

are important. I am always proud to be
the pastor of Gary Moore, Rex Mc-
Pherson, and some others whom I have
pastored through the years.

Paul said, “I was with you at
Corinth. Now I have sent Titus and an-
other one, and they are walking in the
same steps that we walked in.” Glory to
God! The greatest compliment that can
be given is duplication (imitation). You
see somebody do it right, and you want
to do it like that.

I watch my daughter, Cindy, as she
leads the choir. How many of you think
Cindy is a good choir leader? You know
what? She learned that from somebody
who set an example for her. It is

important that you make your steps in
the orderly manner God has for you. The
steps that were taken by the apostle Paul
and others were examples for the church
fathers, for us, and for all of those in
between, who have walked in those
same steps.

Why is a church needed in this
community? Because there are people
in this community who need the Gospel.
Christians in this community need ex-
horting, encouraging, and upholding.
People, even in this congregation, have
made missteps, and they need somebody
to help them, guide them, and set an ex-
ample for them on how to get back on
the right track. People need the church.
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I am not against having activities,
such as suppers, ball games, special
things; but nothing can take the place of
the Word of God, the love of God, and
the love of God’s people. There is no
substitute. If you do not have the love of
God, you are going to be a failure.

All of the work for the Kingdom
of God should be motivated by love.
A man who is motivated by ambition,
more than he is by love, is not fit for the
Kingdom. I have known some of them.
A man who says, “This is my career,”
is not only wrong, he is stupid. This is
not my career. This is not even my min-
istry, except what is given to me as steps
ordered by the Lord Himself. If you
think, “This is mine,” you are going to
have a rude awakening somewhere
along the line.

Some churches in the community
where I live have gotten nervous be-
cause, as I understand it, Forrest Hills
Baptist Church is moving within a mile
of my house. They asked me, “What do
you think about that? Do you think they
will reach some of those people in our
community?”

I said, “They will go through here
like combing your hair. They will comb
them out, wherever they are, and win
them.” Hey, I am glad. We don’t have
a soul winning church in my area, and
I think soul winning is part of the DNA
of Forrest Hills.

We need to remember the reason
Christ put the church here and why He
came. He came “to seek and to save
that which was lost.” He came to call
“sinners to repentance.” He came to
show the world what love really is. John
15:13: “Greater love hath no man than
this, that a man lay down his life for
his friends.”

I trust that we are taking the right
steps and are on the right journey. You
will wind up at the right place. The re-
sults of your journey will be rewarded
to you and to others down the road.  V

A non profit helps ministry of Galilean Baptist Church
The Eagle’s Nest Book Depot

Call Bill or Martha Sweat at 1(800)962-1641
or write to PO Box 465177, Lawrenceville, GA 30042-5177
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$15.00 shipping and handling
HARDBOUND—166 PAGES

The questions and answers composing this volume were ac-
cumulated from years of correspondence between Dr.
Scofield and his Bible Correspondence Course students and
readers of the “Record of Christian Work.” While not form-
ing a complete compendium, yet the “helps” herein con-
tained are considered by many of his friends too valuable to
lie unused. Hence, incomplete as it may seem to the modesty
of the author, upon urgent request it has been deemed advis-
able to issue the material in book form.

—Ella E. Pohle (For 11 years Assistant to Dr. Scofield)
Dr. C.I. SCOFIELD’S

QUESTION BOX
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Acts 11:26b: “And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.”
In Strong’s Concordance, the word Christians is number 5546 Christianos (khris-
tee-an-os); from 5547; a Christian, i.e. follower of Christ.

first step, of course, is to believe in Christ
for salvation, to trust Him for the for-
giveness of your sins. He will change
your heart. The next step is to love Him
with all your heart, soul, and mind. Chris-
tianity is all about love. The Greek word
for this kind of love is agape. In the early
translations, it was translated as charity,
which is benevolent love.

The Bible says in Romans 1:16:
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel
of Christ: for it is the power of God
unto salvation to everyone that

believeth; to the Jew first, and also to
the Greek.” The church changed in the
20th century by only partly believing the
Bible to be the Word of God and the
only rule for faith and practice.

Iain Murray, a great writer, (pub-
lished by Banner of Truth Trust of
Edinburgh, Scotland and Carlisle, Penn-
sylvania) in his book Spurgeon v.
Hyper-Calvinism states this:

The Bible and
Understanding History

To make Scripture our starting
point has added significance by reason
of the times in which we live. The reli-
gious scene is one of confusion and un-
certainty. Churches and denominations
are commonly regarded as having lost
a clear sense of direction. Their one-time
influence in the nation has been largely
lost, and no one is sure how it is to be
recovered. A few years ago, an article
by a religious correspondent in The
Times attributed these conditions “to
muddled leadership and uncertainties of
purpose in every church.” Although he
died more than a hundred years ago, we
believe Spurgeon anticipated our present
situation. He believed that a change of
such a fundamental character was tak-
ing place in the church of the last cen-
tury that its results would be felt

Christ came to seek and
save that which was lost
and then to establish

a church with born again believers. The
head of Christianity is Christ, the virgin-
born Son of God, hence God Himself (Je-
hovah).

John 3:16: “For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten
son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlast-
ing life.”  The motive that God had for
giving Christ as a sacrifice for all men
was love. Christ taught us the greatest
commandments in Luke 10: 27: “And
he answering said, Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy
strength, and with all thy mind; and
thy neighbor as thyself.”

If you don’t love God with all your
heart, your heart is not right. If you don’t
love God with all of your soul, your char-
acter is flawed. If you don’t love God
with all of your mind, your study of the
Scriptures is carnal and not spiritual.

To be called a Christian is to be
identified as a follower of Christ. The

by Dr. Tolbert Moore
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Three pillars on which the life
pleasing to God is founded are

seen in Matthew 6.
1. The Duty of Almsgiving,

vss. 1-4—Our responsibility toward oth-
ers is found here.

2. The Demonstration of Prayer,
vss. 5-15—Our responsibility toward
God is given here.

3. The Discipline of Fasting,
vss. 16-18—Our responsibility toward
self is seen here.

Three things are brought forth
from Judaism into Christianity.

1. The Commandments of the
Law—Nine of the ten are brought forth.
To remember the Sabbath is not in the
New Testament.

2. The Collection of the Tithe—
They are to be brought to the storehouse.

3. The Care for the Poor—Note
God’s Command in Lev. 19:9, 10; Job
31:16-22.

I. THE REBUKE IN
ALMSGIVING, Matt. 6:1-2

1. Don’t Be a Theater Giver,
vs. 1, “. . . do not your alms before
men to be seen of them. . . .”

The Greek word translated “to be
seen” is “Theaomia.” We get our word
theater from this word. God is saying,
“Do not make a theater out of your giv-
ing. Don’t put on a show as you give.
Do it in secret.”

2. Don’t Be a Trumpet Giver,
vs. 2, “. . . do not sound a trumpet. . . .”
The temple had thirteen trumpet-shaped
treasury boxes. Many would throw their
gifts into the box in a way to make a loud
sound, so others might hear. Don’t blow
your own trumpet about giving.

In both verse 1 and 2, the givers
have their reward. They seek the ap-
plause of men over pleasing God, so
when they get man’s applause, they have
their reward. They are paid in full.

II. THE REASON FOR
ALMSGIVING, Matt. 6:2

“. . . when thou doest thine alms. . . .”
Your giving can be motivated by

one of three ways.
1. A sense of pressure, so you give

out of a sense of duty.
2. A desire for prestige, so you give

to gratify your own vanity.
3. A feeling of passion, so you give

out of love for God and souls.

III. THE REALITY IN
ALMSGIVING, Matt. 6:5

“. . . but when thou doest alms. . . .”
1. The pattern for mission giv-

ing is found as the early church gave
alms.

Acts 9:36: “Now there was at
Joppa a certain disciple named
Tabitha, which by interpretation is
called Dorcas: this woman was full

of good works and almsdeeds which
she did.”

Acts 10:2: “A devout man, and
one that feared God with all his house,
which gave much alms to the people,
and prayed to God always.”

Acts 11:29-30: “ Then the disciples,
every man according to his ability,
determined to send relief unto the
brethren which dwelt in Judea. Which
also they did, and sent it to the elders
by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.”

The Deacons collected and dis-
tributed alms, Acts 6:1-7

Collectors went every Friday
morning to make a collection of both
money and goods to give to the needy.
They provided for 14 meals (two meals
per day for seven days).

2. The practice of mission giv-
ing is seen in Scripture.

The Apostle Paul received an of-
fering for missions in every church he
visited. He used nine Greek words to
describe this special offering.

(1) “Logia” 1 Corinthians 16:1:
“Now concerning the collection for
the saints, as I have given order to
the churches of Galatia, even so do
ye.” This was a special offering to help
the poor saints in the church at Jerusa-
lem. We need to take special collections

for

by Dr. Bob Daugherty
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“Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a damsel came unto him, saying,
Thou also wast with Jesus of Galilee. But he denied before them all, saying I know
not what thou sayest”—Matthew 26:69-70.

the dangers we face. This, in turn, can
allow us to respond better or quicker
when it really matters. Fear is bad when
it is a paralyzing fear that keeps us from
acting as we should at pivotal times.

Now let’s look at Peter and see
what kind of guy he was. If we consider
his record of service with Christ, we find
that he was not the kind of man given to
overwhelming fear. As a matter of fact,
he was quite the opposite. He was im-
petuous, but not fearful. Remember he
was the only one so excited to see Jesus
walking on the water that, in the midst
of the storm, he jumps out of the ship to
walk on the water to reach the Saviour.
He is also quick to respond to the ques-
tion posed to the disciples by Christ,
“Whom do you say that I am?” Con-
sider what a fearless response Peter
gave and the surety with which he gave

it. Consider also that the very night he
denied Jesus, when the High Priest and
his men came to the Garden of
Gethsemane to arrest Jesus, Peter
reached for his sword and cut off the
ear of one of the servants of the High
Priest. These facts taken together give
us the impression that, if there ever was
a fearless servant of Jesus Christ, Peter
might just be the one.

Now, look again. As Peter was
watching the trial of Jesus, a damsel
questions him about being with Jesus,
and Peter caves. Was he afraid of the
damsel? No. What about the others
there? They did not have swords or
spears. He was afraid of something else.

Peter now had time to think about
what was happening, and as he thought,
he, no doubt, remembered that Jesus
foretold His death. Peter also knew this
was a conspiracy, and before the night
was over, Jesus was going to be turned
over to the Romans. Peter was now
seeing that Jesus was headed for the

M issionaries should be fearless, ready to face whatever struggles
and difficulties they find on the mission field. It is only by having
a fearless attitude that they can leave their culture, family and friends

and be effective on the field of service to which God has called them.
No matter what a person thinks

the mission field will be like, they are
going to be surprised when they get
there. Fear, then, is an enemy to the
work of Christ, but not just for the mis-
sionary on the foreign field, but for ev-
ery believer who sets out to be a witness
in this modern world. Yet, the truth is
that missionaries are not fearless and
neither are Christians living and work-
ing in your church and your community,
and neither are you. We all have fear,
and though we may deal with it in dif-
ferent ways, it is still there because fear
is a part of life.

However, having fear in a particu-
lar situation doesn’t mean we are going
to fail. Sometimes fear can even assist
us and cause us to do a better job by
heightening our awareness of things
around us and causing us to be alert to
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Gospel Preacher
Camp Meeting

PORTAGE , I NDIANA

BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH
6659 US Hwy 6, Portage, IN
Don Good, Host Pastor
For more information, call (219)763-3960

August 2-5

cross, and this was the fear that para-
lyzed him.

To us, the crucifixion of Christ was
a rare event, but that is not the case.
Remember, two murderers were not
crucified with Jesus, but two thieves. If
in our culture we executed thieves, how
many executions would there be in
a year’s time?

Consider then how many times
Peter had seen a crucifixion. Think how
it must have weighed on his mind. Pe-
ter was afraid of the cross. He was
afraid for Jesus’ sake. He even told
Christ that He should not be telling people
that He was headed for the cross. Now
Jesus was facing a Roman cross just as
He had predicted.

I believe that many Christians,
even knowing that the cross is neces-
sary for salvation, still fear speaking of
the cross to others. They can talk of
God’s love and grace. They can speak
of loved ones going to Heaven. In fact,
they have no problem with much of the
Bible, but when it comes to Christ and
His crucifixion, they just can’t seem to
go there. They fear the cross, and that
fear paralyzes them. At the very mo-
ment, when they should speak to the lost
about the cross, they, instead, deny
Christ and present Him as a teacher,
a prophet, or some great man. But the
world needs a Saviour! Our sin de-
mands a cross. Anything less will not
do. Peter wanted a King, but he needed
a servant. He wanted a Rabbi, but he
needed a great High Priest. He wanted
a hero, but he needed a sacrifice. Even
if we receive much of Christ, yet reject
the cross; for us Christ is of no avail.

Peter also feared the cross for his
own sake. He did not want to be identi-
fied with Christ, for it might mean suf-
fering in a like manner himself. Peter
could fight for Christ, but he could not
surrender to the cross. I’m sure Peter
would not have minded dying in a blaze
of glory on an earthly battlefield for

Jesus, but to just give in to the cross was
more than Peter could fathom.

This is the fear that caused Peter’s
failure, and it is the fear that causes
many Christians to fail (and that includes
missionaries, pastors, evangelists and
a host of those we feel could never fail).
Is there any way to be successful in such
a time? Did Peter have a chance to have
victory on that fateful night? Consider
the words of Scripture and the admoni-
tion of Christ, and we will find out why
Peter failed and how we can avoid it.

“And he cometh unto the disciples
and findeth them asleep, and saith unto
Peter, What, could ye not watch with
me one hour? Watch and pray, that ye
enter not into temptation: the spirit in-
deed is willing, but the flesh is weak”
Matthew 26:40-41. Peter was sleeping
when he should have been praying.
Many Christians are asleep spiritually.
They have long since given up faithful
prayer for the lost, for strength for the
work, and for guidance for their place in
the ministry. Prayer is, for them, a list of
wants to give to God, so they might have
an easier life, rather than a conversation
with God to find His will and be given
strength and power to serve and to stand.
It’s “high time to awake out of sleep”
(Romans 13:11). Instead of sleeping
away our opportunities, we should be
calling on God in prayer.

Ray Comfort, author of “The Way
of the Master,” says that years ago he
started going to bed an hour and a half

earlier each night, knowing that he
would rise sometime around 1:00 A.M.
and spend that time in prayer and com-
munion with God. If we fail to pray,
we will fall prey to the fear that
causes failure.

“But Peter followed him afar off
unto the high priest’s palace, and went
in, and sat with the servants, to see the
end” Matthew 26:58. How clear it is!
When we follow Christ at a distance,
we are headed for fear. Because of
that fear of the cross, we fail to stand in
the very moment we are needed most.
Some have come to believe that they
should follow Christ at a distance. Like
Prince Philip of England (who always
walks three steps behind Queen Eliza-
beth), they believe they should never
grow too close to Christ because, after
all, He is God of very God, Maker of
heaven and earth. While I know we
should reverence and respect our Lord,
we must also remember what He said,
“Henceforth I call you not servants . . .
I have called you friends” John 15:15a.
We must leave no distance between us
and our Saviour. Closeness to Christ
is the surest way to overcome fear,
enabling us to hold up the banner of the
cross in every situation of life.

I believe that Peter learned his les-
son at the cross and went on to see thou-
sands saved as he faithfully served
Christ for a lifetime. Let us learn a les-
son from Peter and stand for the cross
in our lifetime.  V
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Youth Missions Evangelistic Trip to
Grenada, August 12 to 21, 2010

After our greatest outreach ever in 2008 with

241 souls saved (Praise God!), we are all looking

forward to returning to the island nation of

Grenada where the people are friendly and the

Gospel always has such a great impact. Three

Vacation Bible Schools and a cooperative evan-

gelistic crusade will make this the biggest trip of

2010. The cost of the trip is $1,850.00 with a limit

of 32 workers.

Youth Missions Medical & Evangelistic
Trip to Comayagua, June 17 to 26, 2010

Dr. David Rooney will lead this Medical Team

which includes Pediatrician Dr. Cheryl Lowe. Our

youth evangelistic team will hold two Vacation

Bible Schools and an evangelistic meeting at Vic-

tory Baptist Church. This action-packed trip will

have opportunities for Spanish translators, sing-

ers, young preachers, and anyone with a desire

to reach the lost with the Gospel. The cost of the

trip is $1,620.00 with a limit of 22 workers.

Youth Missions Evangelistic Trip to
South Dakota, June 18 to 26, 2010

Missionary Billy Sampson will be leading this

trip with a Vacation Bible School and

an evangelistic outreach. This is our first trip to

this area, and we are seeking those who will go

with the Gospel and help us open the door for

Youth Missions. We will be working with Pas-

tor Lamar Whittemore and Harvest Baptist

Church, Watertown, SD. The cost of the trip is

$1,200.00 with a limit of 14 workers.
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GALILEAN BAPTIST CHURCH
“Home of the GPA”

1390 Monfort Road, Lawrenceville, GA
Dr. Tolbert Moore, Moderator

Dr. Rex McPherson, Host Pastor
For more information, call (770)995-7045

June 7-10, 2010

Reservations for lodging can

be made through the GPA office.

Please call for room information.

The noon meal will be

provided at the church.

Monday PM - Thursday PM
Ladies’ Session at 9:30 AM

Men’s Devotion & Prayer 9:30 AM

Morning Services—10:30 AM
Evening Services—7:00 PM

A Challenge in a Time of Challenge

Plan to attend the 15th annual
GOSPEL PREACHER ASSOCIATION

NATIONAL CAMP MEETING

Each year we give you the opportunity to sponsor a missionary for the meeting. For $150.00 each
(double occupancy) or $300.00 per couple you can sponsor a missionary. If you would like to sponsor
a missionary (or missionary family), send all donations to: The GPA, PO Box 465177, Lawrenceville, GA
30042-5177. Your help in the past has truly been a great blessing.

Will YOU answer His call?
“. . . how shall they hear without a preacher?”

Each year Youth Missions has been a blessing. Almost 2,000 people have made a profession of faith in the Lord Jesus
through this exciting evangelistic ministry. Now, we also have Mobilization Ministries reaching out to our GPA missionaries
seeking to meet their specific needs in a practical way. No matter who you are or what your background is, you can be a part
of the mission work of the GPA. By going on a trip, or giving financially, or joining us in prayer support, there is a place for you.

—Dr. Gary S. Moore, Vice-President, GPAWhat part will you have in these trips?
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The central thought of the text lies in the word “choose.” Moses, out of a heart that is
yearning for his peoples’ deliverance, pleads “choose.” He reminds them how he has
set before them life and death, blessing and cursing. The decision hour has come. Neu-
trality is impossible. You cannot be on both sides, and you cannot be on neither side.

You must embrace the one and eschew the other. The power of making such a choice is
ours. This is the day of LIBERTY. We enjoy the freedom to choose the clothes we
wear, the car we drive, the calories we eat, the church we attend, the character we
build, and the Christ you receive or reject. This is also a day of RESPONSIBILITY.
The Bible never separates the idea of liberty and responsibility. If man turns away from God, the responsibility is with
man. He shall have to give an account for his choice. But thank God, this is a day of OPPORTUNITY. This day is right
for choosing. “Today if you will hear His voice” (Heb. 3:7). “Choose you this day whom ye will serve” (Joshua
24:15). A day of opportunity, but the opportunity can be rejected (Deut. 30:17-18), “If thine heart turn away . . . ye
shall surely perish.” Unless you make the deliberate choice for life, you have made a disastrous choice for death.

Life is made up of choices. Let’s look at three.

I. A DISASTROUS CHOICE—LOT  (Gen. 13:10-11) “Lot chose him”
Here was a selfish choice, made through the lust of the eyes (vs. 10). Though the noblest of the five senses, yet much

of human sin has its origin in the eye. Eve’s trouble was all in her eyes at the beginning. She said, “When I saw.”
Achan’s sin was very much like Eve’s. She saw and fell; he saw and fell. Lot joined the “lust of the eyes” club,
made his choice and looked toward Sodom, then leaned in that direction, moved in to live there, and as a result lost
his testimony. What a man chooses reveals what a man is. We say “a man is known by the company he keeps.”

Are you living by faith or by sight? Walking by sight is the cause of most of our failure. Choosing times are critical times,
and the eye of the chooser needs to be anointed to see beyond the present.

II. A DELIBERA TE CHOICE—MOSES (Heb. 11:24-26)
This decision was carefully thought out, not made in haste, ignorance, or on the crest of emotion. He deliberately chose

to refuse. To say NO takes faith, and “By faith Moses . . . refused. . . .”
(A) A POSITION IN EGYPT, (vs. 24)

Moses refused “by faith” the offer of becoming a member of Egypt’s royal family. He must have heard from
God that he was not to accept the high privilege, seeing that “faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the
word of God” (Rom. 10:17). He would not embrace the temporal at the expense of the spiritual. Rank and
royalty he refused. What self-renunciation we see in this!

(B) THE PLEASURES OF EGYPT, (vs. 25)

The eye of faith refuses to be dazzled with the pleasures of sin. This is an extraordinary exhibition of faith. What
he heard from God must have been so good, so great, so glorious, that, believing it to be true, he deliberately
chose to embrace persecution with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. Awesome!

(C) THE PROSPERITY OF EGYPT, (vs. 26)

He esteemed “the reproach of Christ” greater riches than the treasures of Egypt, because he looked away unto
the “recompense of reward.” Christ meant more to him than everything which was to be found in Egypt.

III. A DELIGHTFUL  CHOICE—MAR Y (Luke 10:39-42)
Mary’s supreme delight was to sit at Jesus’ feet. Here she lingered, listened, and looked into His face. To hear His voice

meant everything to her. Love’s desire is to be near the one loved and learn from Him. She “esteemed the words of
His mouth more than (her) necessary food.” The one thing needful was not food on the table but to give first place
to communion with the Lord.

Mary could say, “I sat down under his shadow with great delight and his fruit was sweet to my taste.” Mary knew
when and where to sit down.  V

The Choice is Yours
“Therefore choose” Deut. 30:15-20

by Dr. Dennis Petty, GPA Director of Missions & Evangelism
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Continued from page 9 . . .
to help the poor churches on the mission
field.

(2) “Charis” 1 Corinthians 16:3:
“And when I come, whosoever ye
shall approve by your letters, them will
I send to bring your liberality unto
Jerusalem.” This offering was called
their liberality. God does not want us to
be liberal—except in our giving to help
others. There our offering is to be very
liberal.

(3) “Koinonia” 2 Corinthians 8:4:
“Praying us with much intreaty that
we would receive the gift, and take
upon us the fellowship of the minis-
tering to the saints.” In this passage,
Paul calls this mission offering a fellow-
ship. We get to be a part of the fellow-
ship on the mission field through our
giving.

(4) “Hadrotes” 2 Corinthians
8:20: “Avoiding this, that no man
should blame us in this abundance
which is administered by us.” In this
passage the offering is called an abun-
dance.

(5) “Diakonia”  2 Corinthians 9:1:
“For as touching the ministering to

the saints, it is superfluous for me to
write to you.” In this verse, the offer-
ing is called ministering. We are to min-
ister by gifts to missions.

(6) “Logia”  2 Corinthians 9:5-6:
“Therefore I thought it necessary to
exhort the brethren, that they would
go before unto you, and make up be-
forehand your bounty, whereof ye
had notice before, that the same might
be ready, as a matter of bounty, and
not as of covetousness. But this I say,
He which soweth sparingly shall reap
also sparingly and he with soweth
bountifully shall reap also bounti-
fully.”  Even though Paul wishes the
church to give generously, he wanted
them to do it freely.

(7) “Leitoursia” 2 Corinthians
9:12: “For the administration of this
service not only supplieth the want of
the saints, but is abundant also by
many thanksgivings unto God.” Paul
introduced a new word for the offering,
“service,” meaning “priestly service.”
Once again, Paul lifted the offering to
the highest level possible. He saw this
collection as a “spiritual sacrifice” pre-
sented to God, the way a priest presents
a costly sacrifice on the altar. (Refer to
Bible Exposition Commentary - New
Testament.)

(8) “Eleemosune” Acts 24:17:
“Now after many years I came to bring
alms to my nation, and offerings.”

This gift of alms would build unity be-
tween the Jewish and Gentile factions
of the church. It was a gift of love that
crossed racial barriers showing true
Christian love.

(9) “Prosphora”  Acts 24:17:
“Now after many years I came to bring
alms to my nation, and offerings.”
Here Paul refers to offerings he brought
to the Temple for purification. Paul had
not come to Jerusalem to defile the
Temple but to bring needed help to the
Jewish people and to present his own
offerings to the Lord.

IV. THE REWARD FOR
MISSION GIVING, Matt. 6:4
Our reward for mission giving is not al-
ways a material reward. Our reward is
sometimes:

l. Meaningful Satisfaction
What a wonderful satisfaction it is

to please God and help others with our
giving. Money cannot buy that kind of
satisfaction.

2. More Service
When you do service for the world,

they give you time off. It is not so with
God. He gives you more to do and the
power with which to do it.

3. Majestic Surroundings
When we please God with our life,

He walks with us through life. What
a wonderful reward for serving and giv-
ing. To have His presence with us as
we journey through life.  V

This is the second of six messages
that Dr. Daugherty has preached
in Mission Conferences. His con-
tact info is: Dr. Bob Daugherty, 134
Gravitt Lane, Chickamauga, GA
30707, (423) 304-2541.

The GPA is seeking for mature

Gospel Missionaries

for the country of Wales

Contact the GPA Home Office

1(800)962-1641
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Chuck Herrell, Pastor

625 East Lee Highway
Chilhowie, VA 24319

(276)646-3011

CHILHOWIE BAPTIST CHURCH

. . . For Women of Distinction . . .

75 Hawkins Store Rd l Kennesaw, GA 30144
(770)926-7729

Serving Cobb County since 1970

10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Worship Service
06:30 Evening Service

Dr. Victor Bledsoe, Pastor

Dr. Moore can be reached by e-mail at
RevTolbert_Moore@bellsouth.net

or visit his website
TolbertMoore.com

D o you, like me, have
things you treasure? We
take special care of

them. We do our research to know what
is required to make them grow, or to care
for them so as not to lose their luster,
crack, or lose their beauty. We all have
one or many such treasures.

One of mine is a lovely violet. It is
just a small plant, not costly, but cher-
ished and nurtured, so it will thrive and
be as beautiful as possible.

What makes my violet so special?
The little, first grade boy who gave
it to me! Oh, he’s no longer a little boy.
He turns 13 this year, but his gift to me
on Grandparents’ Day at school more
than five years ago has never ceased to
be one of my cherished possessions.

It lives in a nice, ceramic flower
pot with an attached saucer for water-
ing at the bottom, so the roots get water
without any water getting on the leaves.
I placed it in an area where it gets only
the morning sun, and I feed it plant food
specifically for violets.

When I go away to Wales for 5-6
weeks, my neighbor keeps it in her home
and cares for it. I do not want to leave it

unattended, to have its growth stunted,
and to droop with no blooms to make it
beautiful.

I remind you the word “cherish”
carries several meanings: to care for,
take care of, attend to, keep watch
over, to nurture.

While listening to a message re-
cently, my heart was pricked and con-
victed concerning the lack of nurture
I give to another gift I have been given:
His abiding Presence, which I received
when I accepted His so great salvation.

What makes this gift so special?
My Saviour Who gave it to me!

This treasure is not a small trea-
sure. It was very costly for the One Who
gave it and is worthy beyond measure
of being cherished.

The habitat in which he lives (my
heart) should be a vessel suitable for daily
watering from His Word with truths that
reach the roots of my soul. It should be
as one sitting before a window, allowing
the SON-light to feed my soul with
manna from on high.

As with my violet, I should not
leave my soul unattended. It, too, will
suffer from stunted growth, droop with
weakness, and be unable to share His
beauty with others.

I have never looked at my violet
and thought: “Oh, how much I love you.”
But my thought is always: How much
I love my grandson, Noah, and how spe-
cial he is to me. Because he gave me
the violet, I do my best to care for it.

How often, in the spiritual realm,
do we cherish the gift of His blessings
upon our lives more than the Giver? We
should cherish every blessing He sends
our way, but give prominence to HIM,
the Giver of not only our salvation but
His divine presence in our lives and the
talents and abilities given us for the pur-
pose of giving Him the glory and honor
He so deserves.

We should care for, attend to,
keep watch over, and nurture these
gifts, so He can make something beau-
tiful out of our life and testimony!

Do you cherish HIM first and
then the gifts He has given you?  V

by Amelia Petty
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We are available for revivals, youth revivals, camp meetings, Gospel concerts, sound
equipment seminars, small church choir development, VBS, with our focus on small
churches and mission pastors here in the USA and overseas. It is our purpose to help
build the local church through missions and biblical evangelism. Whether you are
a missionary or struggling pastor, God has built this ministry with you in mind.

Check out our website: www.BillySampsonMinistries.com

Billy Sampson, Missionary Evangelist
with The Gospel Preacher Association

Contact Billy by mail at PO Box 2129, Hammond, IN 46323
phone (219)805-8826 or e-mail at sampsonmusic@juno.com
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Nine lessons on three DVDs reveal the tears, the trials, the
temptations, the torture, but in the end, the triumph of our Lord

DVD SERIES

For more information or to
obtain this series on DVDs
for $28.00 postage and han-
dling, you can write:

Virgil Barnard
PO Box 7

Oxford, GA 30054

generations later. The popular view
among church leaders of the Victorian
era was that Protestant Christianity
would go “full steam ahead” in the twen-
tieth century. Spurgeon said the oppo-
site. He found himself, like Jeremiah,
warning that the promises being made
by his religious contemporaries were
false. He knew there were sad days
ahead. “We are only at the beginning of
an era of mingled unbelief and fanati-
cism. The hurricane is coming. Men
have ceased to be guided by the Word,
and claim to be themselves prophets.”

Salvation is the primary theme of
Christianity. Luke 1:69: “And hath
raised up an horn of salvation for us
in the house of his servant David.”
Luke 1:77: “To give knowledge of sal-
vation unto his people by the remis-
sion of their sins.” The word salvation
comes from the Greek word soteria
meaning “deliver, health, save.”

Christ is the only Saviour as we
are told in the Bible in Acts 4:12: “Nei-
ther is there salvation in any other:
for there is none other name under
heaven given among men, whereby we
must be saved.”

When a person realizes his/her
need of a Saviour (is convicted), the
Holy Spirit has done His work described
in John 16:8: “And when he is come,
he will reprove the world of sin, and
of righteousness, and of judgment.”
If a person trusts Christ as Saviour and
Lord, a change called conversion, being
born again, takes place. He/she will then
have Christ within their heart, soul and
mind. They will begin to love Him and
have a desire to follow Him, walk with
Him, and live for Him as we make our
journey trusting His leadership.

“How shall I follow Him?” some
will ask. “I cannot see or hear Him as
I hear other men and women.”

We have His written Word that
tells us of the Living Word, Who is the
Comforter, the Holy Spirit of the Father
and Son.

Many voices are in the world, both
audible and spiritual. We can know

which is the true voice by the Word of
God, both written and confirmed by His
still, small voice. To vary from His writ-
ten Word is to miss the mark, to miss
the way, to miss the truth. God’s Word
is truth, reality. If it is not real, it is not
truth. Scripture is the truth written down,
but it must be interpreted and rightly di-
vided. II Timothy 2:15: “Study to shew

Continued from page 8 . . .
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2301 Fairbanks Street
Gary, Indiana 46406

(219)845-8059

Clemon L. Chappell, Jr., Pastor

. . . Reaching Souls for Christ . . .

by Dr. John Reynolds
Pastor of Volusia County Baptist

Church, Orange City, FL

VOLUSIA COUNTY
BAPTIST CHURCH

261 S Orange Avenue
Orange City, Florida 32763

(386)774-0181

Dr. John Reynolds, Pastor

Southland Bible InstituteSouthland Bible InstituteSouthland Bible InstituteSouthland Bible InstituteSouthland Bible Institute

Training that Prepares for Service

238 W. Southland Drive
Ashland, KY 41102

(606)928-5127

Dr. Arnold Adams—President

57 Bible Baptist Road
Ellijay, GA 30540

(706)635-7545

Lamar Long, Pastor

IBLE
APTIST CHURCHB

Dr. Bill Davis, Pastor

ANTIOCH  BAPTIST  CHURCH

Little Fudge Creek Road
Barboursville, WV

(304)743-3485

Church with an
Active Faith!

To see Dr. Moore’s
itinerary visit

TolbertMoore.com
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I worked my way through part
of college and all of seminary
by selling shoes. That was in

the day when a person would go into
a shoe store, and a sales person would
greet them, take them to a seat, mea-
sure their feet for size, then bring some
shoes in their size for them to try on. If,
for whatever reason, it seemed the per-
son was not going to buy, the salesman
would say, “Ma’am, let me get my man-
ager who knows our stock much better
than I do. I am sure he can help you find
exactly what you are looking for.” Then
you would say to the manager, “T. O.,”
and he would begin to work the sale.
The T. O. or “Turn Over” is used in all
kinds of sales.

In January, I was taking a group
to visit the seven churches of Revela-
tion 2 and 3 in Turkey, old Asia Minor.
My secretary, Barbara Schultz, had
started witnessing to a man who was
waiting near Barbara and her husband,
Roger. As she was talking to the fellow,
she and her husband were called for
boarding.

She had to go immediately and
quickly prayed about what to do. She
said to him, “They are calling us to board.
Could I walk you over to my pastor and
let him finish the wonderful truth I’m

talking with you about?” Amazingly, he
agreed to that.

When she walked up to me with
the fellow, I had no idea what was go-
ing on. She quickly explained, and I gave
him my seat while I sat on the little end
table at the end of the row of seats.

I did not know where she was in
presenting the Gospel, but I know how
she presents the Gospel, so I just started
at Romans 3:23 (we are all sinners).

Without wasting time, I went
through the wonderful love of God for
Hell-deserving sinners and His provision
for forgiveness and a home in Heaven.
His readiness to be saved had to be
a miracle of the Holy Spirit’s working.

We finished before it was time for
my wife and me to board, so I did not
have to T. O. him to anyone else.

It had been a long time since I had
thought about the T. O., but “working
the T. O.” to get a soul saved is better
than selling a pair of shoes. It is okay to
call in “back up” when witnessing.  V
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thyself approved unto God, a work-
man that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth.”

Let me share an example from my
own ministry. When I first began, the
older preachers preached against
preachers (pastors) being paid. They
would quote passages such as these.
Luke 10:4: “Carry neither purse, nor
scrip, nor shoes: and salute no man
by the way.” 1 Timothy 3:3: “Not given
to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy
lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not
covetous.” I Peter 5:2: “Feed the flock
of God which is among you, taking
the oversight thereof, not by con-
straint, but willingly; not for filthy
lucre, but of a ready mind.”

What was not explained about that
passage from Luke was that Christ was
leading them on a journey from Galilee
to Jerusalem, and they were not to pro-
vide for themselves but trust Him for
everything: food, lodging, and every
need. We read in Luke 22:35: “And he
said unto them, When I sent you with-
out purse, and scrip, and shoes,
lacked ye anything? And they said,
Nothing.”

In my sixty-two years of trusting
Him, I can say, “He will provide. You
must trust and obey.” I preach for Jesus
Christ. I do not charge for preaching His
Word. You don’t owe me anything, but
you owe it all to Him. Many dollars and
other gifts have been given to me in
Jesus’ name for the ministry He has
asked me to do.

The example I have given about
rightly dividing His Word concerning
paying a pastor is a minor problem in my
mind. The real problem that has caused,
and is causing, the decline of the

Christian testimony in the world is the
misuse of the Gospel and thereby
preaching another Gospel.

The means Christ gave for the
advancement of the ministry of salva-
tion was to “preach the Gospel” to the
nations of the world, to every creature.
The vehicle for His ministry is the church,
filled with the Holy Spirit. The mission
was given to the church led by anointed
preachers. The first-century church car-
ried the Gospel to the known world. Then
men began to organize the church in
a way so they could control the opera-
tion. By 365 A.D. the church (churches),
did not resemble the first-century church.
Several times through the years, the
church has experienced revival, but has
not completely returned to the original
design. The 21st century church, with
few exceptions, has little or no spiritual

power. The structure and program for
growth are much like a city gov-
ernment’s, elected by the public and in-
fluenced mostly by special interest
groups. Gospel preaching by anointed
preachers is not the program. The 21st

century church wants a watered down
presentation of the Bible, led by teach-
ers who tickle the ears of listeners who
desire lecturers rather than heralding
prophets who prick the hearts of plea-
sure seekers.

A real, Gospel-preaching, soul-
winning church will have more attacks
by the devil than will a church whose
program is dedicated to spoon-feeding
the unspiritual members rather than to
reaching lost people with the Gospel.

In the early days, Christians held
house-church, going from house to
house. A house-church with few in

The 21st century church wants a watered down presentation
of the Bible, led by teachers who tickle the ears of listeners

who desire lecturers rather than heralding prophets
who prick the hearts of pleasure seekers.

Continued from page 16 . . .
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attendance would win more new con-
verts than large buildings with hundreds
in attendance. Large congregations
these days grow by transfers more than
by new converts.

Paul wrote in Galatians 1:6-7:
“ I marvel that ye are so soon removed
from him that called you into the grace
of Christ unto another gospel: Which
is not another; but there be some that
trouble you, and would pervert the
gospel of Christ.” As you read the
epistle to the Galatians, you learn they
were mixing the Gospel of grace with
law. When you mix the two covenants,
you dilute the Gospel of Christ thus mak-
ing it weaker. Romans 1:16: “For I am
not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ:
for it is the power of God unto salva-
tion to everyone that believeth; to the
Jew first, and also to the Greek.”

I believe the Old Testament is the
Word of God just as the New Testa-
ment. “For the law was given by
Moses, but grace and truth came by
Jesus Christ,” John 1:17. This makes
a clear distinction between the two cov-
enants. The book of Hebrews teaches
that the new covenant is better than the
old. We have more Bible preaching in
the Bible belt than ever, yet the Gospel,
in its purity, is not being preached enough
to cause a revival of love (loving God
with all our heart, soul, and mind, and
our neighbor as ourselves).

My heart is burdened more than
ever for lost souls and for Gospel-preach-
ing, soul-winning churches. May God,
through His Word and Holy Spirit, chal-
lenge our hearts to, by all means, win
some for Christ as they did in the days
of the apostle Paul. As the apostle Paul
himself declared in Romans 9:3: “For
I could wish that myself were ac-
cursed from Christ for my brethren,
my kinsmen according to the flesh.”
If we return to pure, Gospel preaching,
anointed by the Spirit of God, we will
reach more lost souls.  V


