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Well, here I go again!
The cost is $6,664.35 including postage to publish one issue

of The Eagle  magazine.

Dear Friends,
What a blessing it is to hear from different friends around the coun-

try, some whom we have never heard from before. That’s very encouraging
and means a lot to us as we go forward in publishing The Eagle maga-
zine. I thank the Lord for all the new readers and the ones we have been
hearing from. Some have been reading The Eagle for a long while but
have not said anything.

But, I must once again say, hey, we have to have the finance. We
have to have the money. It has to come from somewhere. Now, I’m not
panicky. I’m not throwing up my hands. I’m not a fellow who is pessi-
mistic about everything. I have laid all of our ministries, and especially
the ministry of The Eagle, on the altar. Lord, however much You want it
supplied, however much You want it published, we are glad to do it. We
enjoy it. We love it, but You must send in the support. If the Lord does not
send in the support, then we realize the Lord does not want it published
anymore. That is what I’m willing to do.

I want to go forward with publishing The Eagle because it helps a
lot of people, but the Lord will have to do it. If He touches your heart,
touches your life, and you get a blessing from it, please respond by sup-
porting and helping us as many others do.

In the name of Jesus Christ our Saviour, we love and appreciate every
one of you.

IN HIS GRIP,

Tolbert Moore
Editor

Dr. Victor Bledsoe
Pastor John T. Byerly
Pastor Jimmy Chapman
Pastor Brad Davis
Dr. Jerry Key
Pastor Tommy R. Kidd, Sr.
Dr. Bob Leatherwood
Dr. Rex McPherson
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Dr. Gary Moore
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by Dr. Tolbert Moore

Preached 1-13-08
Galilean Baptist Church,

Lawrenceville, GAI n chapter 13 of the Gospel of
Matthew is a list of seven mys-
teries. The seventh mystery

begins in verse 47: “Again, the king-
dom of heaven is like unto a net, that
was cast into the sea, and gathered
of every kind: Which, when it was full,
they drew to shore, and sat down, and
gathered the good into vessels, but
cast the bad away. So shall it be at
the end of the world: the angels shall
come forth, and sever the wicked from
among the just, And shall cast them
into the furnace of fire: there shall
be wailing and gnashing of teeth.
Jesus saith unto them, Have ye un-
derstood all these things? They say
unto him, Yea, Lord. Then said he unto
them, Therefore every scribe which is
instructed unto the kingdom of
heaven is like unto a man that is an
householder, which bringeth forth out
of his treasure things new and old.”

I want to take my sermon title from
verse 51 where Jesus said to them,
“Have you understood all these
things?” I want to use a common phrase
we use today, “Did you get that?”

People often say, “Boy, they didn’t
get that!” It’s true. A lot of people don’t
get things in politics. A lot of people don’t
get things in the business world. They

just don’t get it. But I want to talk about
some who don’t get it, and it will have
an eternal effect on their destiny.

One group who didn’t get it were
called Pharisees. In Matthew 23 verse
26, Jesus calls them “Thou blind Phari-
see. . . .” A Pharisee was a separatist
in the Jewish religion. He not only sepa-
rated from Gentiles and heathens, but
he separated from other Jews who were
not Pharisees.

When the many multitudes began
to follow Jesus and respond to Him, it
proved that the Pharisees were a mi-
nority. There were Pharisees, Sad-
ducees, and scribes (I’ll get to them
later), but they were all separatists.

They were like the group that says,
“If you are not a Baptist, you are not
even saved.”

I’ve met a lot of people in Baptist
churches who think that if you are not
a Baptist you are not saved, or, if you
are, you are very misguided. Well, I don’t
believe that. I have met too many people
who were in other denominations who
were as saved as I am. Of course, I can’t
judge anybody. I have to deal with my
own faith.

Let’s look at the scribe. The word
scribe comes from a word which means
grammar. The scribe was a penman.

He would be called a town clerk, as it
were. He wrote down all the laws, made
copies of them, and interpreted them
supposedly. But the Bible said in Mat-
thew 23 verse 13, “But woe unto you,
scribes and Pharisees. . . .” The
scribes didn’t get it. They knew the le-
gal terms, the law, as it were, but they
didn’t know anything else. If you don’t
know grace, love, and mercy, you have
missed it. If you are a legalist, you can
easily miss it by knowing the legal terms
but not knowing the reality of the love
of God and the mercy of God.

Jesus says, “Hypocrites!” A hypo-
crite is an actor who assumes a differ-
ent name and personality than his own.
There were a lot of them around then,
and there is now also.

There was another group called
Sadducees. They didn’t believe in an-
gels, spirits, nor the resurrection. They
were sad-you-see. They were the mod-
ernists or liberals. They didn’t really be-
lieve the Scriptures. They didn’t believe
Christ.

Neither the Pharisee, the scribe,
the hypocrite, nor the Sadducee believed
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Christ. None of them really got it. They
made up a big crowd of people in the
Jewish family who just didn’t get it, but,
thank God, some did get it.

Now, who are those who did get
it? Well, first, they were the ones who
heard the message to repent and took it
seriously. Unless you repent, you will not
be born again, and unless you repent and
are born again, you can’t even see the
Kingdom of Heaven, let alone enter it.

Repentance is something the oth-
ers passed by. They thought they didn’t
need any repentance. They thought, “We
are the righteous crowd. We are the
ones who live according to the Mosaic
Law. We keep all this and this. We do
all the so and so.”

The ones who got it, repented and
believed in Jesus Christ, got a bundle.
First, they got to be members of the fam-
ily of God.

I think almost everybody is proud
of the family of which they are a part.
I am proud to be a Moore. Of course,
when I was in England at Westminister
one time, they had a big computer run-
ning a history of all the names of the
people in the United Kingdom. I wanted
to know about the Irish Moore’s. After
I read that list, I didn’t brag about being
a Moore that much anymore, but I am
happy to be a part of the immediate
Moore family (my parents and grand-
parents).

The greatest thing that can hap-
pen to anybody is to become a child of
God. You are not born into the world,
first, as a child of God. You are born as
a child of the human family, of a father
and mother. You are born naturally. But
you are not a child of God until you are

born again, and you will not be born again
until you repent. When you repent and
are born again, there will be a funda-
mental change in your life. You won’t
have to wonder every day, “How am
I going to act today to impress upon
people that I am a Christian? How am
I going to convince people that I am
changed?”

You’ll just be changed. You can’t
change yourself fundamentally. You may
reform.

I knew a man named Harold who
was a professional burglar. (I loved his
mother as much as anybody. She was
a shouting lady at the Eastside Baptist
Church and the Calvary Baptist Church
in East Atlanta, where I was ordained.)
Harold could get in and out of anywhere
as slick as you ever saw. Of course, he
got caught every once in a while, but he
didn’t ever get caught in the act. He got
caught by having the evidence. You see,
just about everything manufactured now
has a number. If a numbered item dis-
appeared out of a Sears’ warehouse and
showed up in his basement, and he didn’t
have a sales ticket, then they knew
something was wrong. Harold would
brag about it.

Well, over on Moreland Avenue in
East Atlanta, they built a new factory
that held all kinds of electronic equip-
ment. Harold told me he just could not

wait to prove that he could get in and
out without anybody catching him.

One week I was preaching a mis-
sion meeting at Emmanuel Baptist
Church at the corner of Boulevard and
Memorial Drive, and in walked Harold
one evening. I said, “Harold, how are
you doing?”

He said, “Well, I am doing great.”
I said, “You got out and you are

free, but how are you doing?”
“Oh,” he said, “I’m cured.”
I said, “You’re cured?”
He said, “Yeah, I got in that ware-

house on Moreland, that new one, and
I was doing fine until a man put a .38 at
my head and said, ‘If you even breathe
hard, I’m going to put your brains over
on the other wall.’ You know, right then,
all of my ambition for burglary left me.”

I would say that Harold repented
of being a burglar. Wouldn’t you?

The Apostle Paul had a different
experience when he repented. He was
traveling down the road to Damascus.
He was one of the Pharisees. He didn’t
believe that anyone was right except
a Pharisee, and he had to be the right
kind of Pharisee. But, he met Jesus
Christ on that road, and he changed fun-
damentally. It changed him inside.

See, you can’t do that. You can
reform. You can quit drinking. You can

Continued from page 3 . . .
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. . . The Eagle’ s Claw . . .

by Dr. Tolbert Moore
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Continued on page 18

Thomas after His resurrection and say-
ing in John 20:27: “Then saith he to
Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and
behold my hands; and reach hither
thy hand, and thrust it into my side:
and be not faithless, but believing.”

I bowed my head and asked the
Lord to save me. I told Him I didn’t want
to go to Hell. As I prayed, something
began to work in my heart telling me to
step out on the promises of God, and that
morning I did.

It was a shock to everybody when
I united with the church on the first Sun-
day in May, because they always joined
the church during revival for baptism, but
I was saved and I was ready. Some-
how, I knew there had been a funda-
mental change, a permanent change in
my heart and life. I did not understand

about “once saved, always saved.”
I would hear that, and then I would hear
people say they did not believe it.

Over a period of time, I began to
study the Word of God. I remember my
mother pointing out John 3:16 to me:
“For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that who-
soever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.”

I felt like I had believed Him, and
I’d been changed. I didn’t believe that
I could be unchanged.

I slipped a time or two, and it
caused me to wonder, and I asked my
mother about it. We began to study the
Scriptures together more and more, and
the Bible began to be clearer to me.
I understood that I had everlasting life,
and I understood that I might slip be-
cause I still had a sin nature, but I was
still saved. I would not be an alien sin-
ner, but an erring child.

Then, as the years went on, I read
Paul’s writing where he said in Romans
8:35-39: “Who shall separate us from
the love of Christ? shall tribulation,

Our family did not begin to
go to church regularly
until I was about ten

years old. We had been from time to
time, and, of course, I had gone to Sun-
day school some, but I had never really
gotten anything from the Word of God
until we began to go to those old-fash-
ioned churches where the old preach-
ers preached the Word of God, the Bible,
and preached salvation by grace through
faith in Jesus Christ.

I started wanting to be saved early,
and I continued wanting to be saved, try-
ing to be saved, but nobody would tell
me how. Then, on the first Sunday in
May in 1941, Reverend P. H. Swords
(pastor at the Pleasant Grove Baptist
Church, just out of Lawrenceville, Geor-
gia) preached on Christ appearing to
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reform from burglary, from lying, and
from all those various things, but you
cannot change yourself fundamentally,
and that is where they got it when they
repented.

How many of you got it? Let me
see your hands if light came into your
life, (showing you who you were, where
you were, and where you were going as
well as where you came from) and you
were changed fundamentally by the
power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and
you will be in Heaven.

Now, some of you try to back out
once in a while, but if you didn’t want to
go to Heaven, you shouldn’t have got-
ten saved, because you are going to
Heaven. You may go to Heaven bloody,
beat up, scratched, and knocked through
the brush pile, but if you got born again,
you are going to Heaven.

You still have that other nature.
You have two natures. You’re almost
like a person that is schizophrenic be-
cause of those two natures. They are
fighting against each other.

It’s like the old Indian chief who
was on the reservation. The missionary
preached and the old Indian listened to
that message. It impressed him, and he
went forward and knelt down. He took
some of his regalia off and laid it on the
altar, but he went back the same. The
next night, he went forward and put
down his bow and arrow and his hatchet

on the altar, but he didn’t change. The
third night he came and said, “Dear
Jesus, tonight I lay the Indian on the al-
tar.” He put himself on the altar, and it
made a change in him. A month or two
later, the missionary came back follow-
ing up on his converts. He said to the old
chief, “How is it going?”

The chief said, “Me do well. Me
have two dogs fighting, white one, black
one.” The missionary said, “You do?”

The Indian said (pointing to his
chest), “Yes, in here.”

The missionary said, “Well, which
one is winning?”

The Indian said, “The one I feed.”
Did you get it? You have two na-

tures. Whichever one you feed will be-
come the strongest. If you feed your

spiritual self on the Word of God through
prayer, Bible study, and church fellow-
ship and you stay surrendered and dedi-
cated to Christ, then, I’ll guarantee, that
nature will become the strongest. You
can say, “No,” to sins that you couldn’t
say, “No,” to before. You can say,
“Yes,” to things that are righteous and
right for the Kingdom of God when be-
fore you couldn’t say, “Yes.”

There were some who gathered in
with the multitudes who followed Jesus,
and He began to tell that story that
changed their lives.

You know, I recently had a seri-
ous sinus infection. By the way, that in-
fection went down through my body, and
just about laid me out. I spent one night
sweating. I was hot all night and couldn’t
sleep. I was hurting, and I didn’t know
what was the matter. I went to the clinic.
They checked my heart. It was pump-
ing well. My blood pressure and pulse
were good, so they didn’t look any fur-
ther, and I had to figure it out by my
little self. I’m not a doctor, but I know

Continued from page 4 . . .
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when I’m hurting. If you’ll give me
a little while, I can figure out where I’m
hurting.

Nellie and I were in Haiti once
with the Turnbulls. These missionaries
had done such a marvelous job. He had
a monkey who was on a chain, and he
had his own little house up on a post. He
was the cutest thing you’ve ever seen.
Now if, Nellie, my wife, ever gets tick-
led, she can’t get untickled. She stood
there and watched that monkey. They
gave him some little nest onions which
are very hot. He could not figure out
where he was burning, so he was rub-
bing himself all over and turning himself
over. Nellie got so tickled that tears ran
down her cheeks, and she laughed all
the way back to the hotel about that
monkey.

A lot of people remind me of that
monkey. They are hurting, but they can’t
figure out where or what it is. I thought
about that the other day when I was try-
ing to decide where I was hurting. When
I figured that out, then I knew what to
take for it.

This next statement is going to
make some of you nervous. Those who
got it couldn’t keep quiet about it. The
LeFevers used to sing, “Well, I said
I wouldn’t tell it to a living soul, how He
brought salvation when He made me
whole, but I found I couldn’t hide such
love as Jesus did impart.” Oh, no, you
can’t hide it. You’re going to tell it.

A fellow I know got under convic-
tion and got saved. (By the way, he’s
very sick right now.) After he was
saved, he told me, “Now, I’m not reli-
gious. I can’t tell this.”

I said, “Well, I’m not worried about
whether you tell this or not. I’m just con-
cerned that you got it.”

The next day he went to work and
told everybody he could. You just can’t
hide it! He walked into where he worked
and said, “Ya’ll see me any differently?”

$8.99 shipping and handling
(Paperback—300 pages)
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The Bible says in Galatians
6:7, “Be not deceived;
God is not mocked: for

whatsoever a man soweth, that shall
he also reap.” In I Corinthians 15:33,
“Be not deceived: evil communica-
tions corrupt good manners.” As
a result of being deceived, you will sow
the wrong seed; so, if being deceived,
you sow the wrong seed, you are going
to get the wrong results.

For instance, two seeds that look
very similar in the garden are the cu-
cumber and the cantaloupe seed. If
somebody hands you some seeds and
says, “These are cantaloupe,” and you
plant them, and cucumbers come up,
how do you feel? You feel betrayed and
deceived.

You can be deceived about many
things. As the Bible says, many deceiv-
ers are gone out, so we must test every-
thing by what we know to be the truth.
Now, we know the Bible is true, and
every subject the Bible covers, it covers
correctly. So, the way not to be deceived
is to learn the truth. You will then know
the truth about whatever subject you are
dealing with.

We have many deceivers in
America today. Some are politicians.
Some are business people. Some are
people in the pharmaceutical business,
and, sadly, some are in the “Christian
ministry.”

It is terrible to be deceived. We
have an old saying here in Georgia that
says, “He made a fool out of him,” or
“He fooled him,” or “He made him look
foolish.” How? He did it by deceiving
him. Many times we’ll feel foolish when
we are deceived into believing something
that is not true.

Everybody—politicians, medical
professionals, pharmaceutical compa-
nies, preachers—if they know the truth,
will try to use it in a manner to benefit
themselves. Of course, that is a natural
thing, but to use the truth in such a way
as to deceive people is one of the worst
kinds of deceit. The strength of any lie
is the truth that is mixed (laced) with it.

I think it is most abominable to de-
ceive someone about the salvation of their
soul. To mislead them to get them to

make some kind of commitment to your
own order, or your own church, or your
own ministry is deception. We should be
very careful to never, in any way, inten-
tionally or unintentionally, lead somebody
into Christianity under a false pretense,
because the result is going to be horrible
for them. And it is not going to be too
good for us if we are guilty of purposely
misleading them for our own benefit.

It is also very deceitful to promote
a ministry that is not true, that is not based
on the fundamental truths of the Word
of God. We have many today who are
building just such ministries. You see
them every day. You see them on TV.
You get information from different ones
through the mail or on your doorstep.
You hear it from some pulpits. They

Continued on page 16

by Dr. Tolbert Moore
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. . . Reaching Souls for Christ . . .

by Dr. John Reynolds
Pastor of Volusia County Baptist

Church, Orange City, FL

They looked at him and said, “Well,
we can’t figure it out.”

He said, “Well, I am different. I am
different on the inside. I got saved last
night.”

Glory to God! When you get saved,
you want to tell it. You must express it.
It won’t stay in. You will each express
it in different ways, but it’ll come out by
telling somebody.

That is what the crowd that got it
did. First, John the Baptist came on the
scene, and a movement began. Then
Jesus Christ started preaching the same
message in the same area. Soon, such a
multitude was following Jesus that all the
Pharisees and the High Priest got ex-
cited because here was a man who’s
not supposed to be believed. He did not
go through the Rabbinical school. He
was not approved by the Pharisees. He
does not agree with the scribes. He is
doing things that they can’t do. He’s
healing the sick, raising the dead, open-
ing the eyes of the blind, and changing
people. Glory to God!

One crowd didn’t get it. They were
the religious crowd, and they missed it!
A person can have so much religion that
he can’t trust Christ or His Word. They
won’t get it!

If you don’t get it, you will con-
tinue in darkness. Your life will have no
real purpose. The Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost will be a mystery to you. The
greatest tragedy is a wasted life here in
this world and an eternity in Hell.

Please! Open your heart and mind
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Open your
eyes to the light of the love of Christ
and trust Him to change your life and
destiny. Heads bowed. Eyes closed.  V

Continued from page 7 . . .

W e had recently cel-
ebrated the grand
opening of our new

auditorium. It was the 11th anniversary
of the beginning of the church. We had
1,125 in attendance among which were
most of our newly elected city council
members, the new mayor, former city
council members, and three former may-
ors of our city.

A good number of folks were
saved and a good offering was received
to help with the building. All in all, a great
time was had by all, but, wait, the bless-
ings go on.

A city council member, who is
a longtime member of our church, told
me he had talked with one of the new
council members who enjoyed the ser-
vice and was interested in knowing more
about the church.

He coordinated a meeting, and the
man and his wife came by the office on
the appointed evening. They were a very
open and lovely couple who were long-
time residents of our city with a real con-
cern for the community.

We conversed lightly about the
election and the needs of the commu-
nity, and then they expressed that their
reason for coming to see me was to
know about how to become members
of our church.

I asked about their church back-
ground while asking the Lord for wis-
dom. I then began at creation, the fall,
the sin nature, our sinfulness, the right-
ful penalty for sin, and how God, out of
love, provided salvation through the
death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus
Christ, the virgin-born, sinless, God-in-
flesh sacrifice for sin.

We spent two hours together.
There were questions to answer and
explanations to give.

When I asked, “Will you now turn
from trusting anyone or anything else and
trust Jesus only as your Saviour?” She
said she had done that and gave a clear
testimony of salvation. He looked me in
the eye and said he would. We prayed
and told the Lord what he had told me,
and he put his faith completely in Jesus
to forgive his sins and save his soul.

It was a blessed experience as we
went through assurance verses and the
discussion of baptism. He seemed to
grasp baptism very quickly and agreed
to obey the Lord in that area. Lord will-
ing, by the time you read this, he will
have received believer’s baptism.

The blessings of a “big day” do not
end at the close of that day, but con-
tinue.  V

The

Go On . . .

The harvest truly is plenteous!
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Our readers will remember
that in the December
2007 issue of The Gos-

pel Preacher Association Missionary
Journal we reported on the condition
of missionary Keith Johnson. We asked
that you pray for him and sister Roberta.
We also asked that you consider send-
ing an offering to help with the massive
expenses that were being incurred.

Your response has been outstand-
ing. Through you, God has supplied ev-
ery need even in advance. People from
all across America, from Canada, and
the Caribbean have given and sent let-
ters and cards of encouragement. God
has worked in marvelous ways. One
hospital bill of $150,000 was reduced by
60%. Some of his doctors have dis-
counted their services, and the folks at
Samaritan Ministries International, (their
medical coverage resource), have
worked with Roberta wonderfully.

Though she has not been able to
get Keith on medicare, which would pay
for the nursing home, she was able to
get him on medical disability which is
a big help with their living expenses. The
nursing home charges $10,000 a month,
so you can see how much your help

means to them. I am so proud of the
way our GPA pastors, churches, and
fellow Christians have stood in the gap
for them.

The struggle is not over. Keith’s
condition is still very volatile. Daily he
battles high blood sugar. At times, it is
so high that it could cause him to go into
a diabetic coma, and, at other times, it is
normal. He has a bed sore on his lower
back that goes all the way to the bone
and refuses to heal. If this continues, he
could start to experience some bone de-
terioration. Other problems include lung
infections and staph infections.

But there are good things to report.
When he is feeling better, his eyes are
wide open and bright. He looks at those
who are there and often opens his eyes
when Roberta or someone comes into
the room and speaks to him. Jessica and
I, along with Bob and Yvonne Leather-
wood, drove up to see him a few days
after Christmas. Though he was very
sick with the MRSA (staph) infection,
he would open his eyes and look at us.
When we prayed, he closed his eyes,
and when we said, “Amen,” he opened
them again. We all went away feeling
that he knew who we were and what

was going on. Just last night (Jan. 20th),
he was bright eyed, and while his son,
Zach, was holding his hand, he lifted it
and moved it to his chest.

His health is like a roller coaster
ride that never ends. As you can imag-
ine, the emotions of Roberta and her
family are on the ride with him. God has
been so good and done much for them.
Please continue to lift him up in prayer.
When God restores him to us once again,
you will have been part of a miracle.

Keith Johnson, GPA
Youth Missions Director

Hardly a day has gone by that
I have not received a phone call, e-mail,
or visit from someone in the GPA. That
has meant more to me than the money
that we have received (although money
is good!) I am very proud to be part of
the GPA. I would not have been able to
get through this without everyone being
so good to me.

Thanks so much,
Roberta
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“And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in
heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to ob-
serve all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway,
[even] unto the end of the world. Amen.” (Matthew 28:18-20)

The seasoned preacher said,
“E. V., go preach awhile!”

Hill again tried to explain how hor-
rendous things were for him.

When he finished the old preacher
said, “E. V., if you do not believe your
preaching will change the world just quit!”

Do we really believe our preach-
ing will change the world? It certainly
did on the day of Pentecost when thou-
sands were pressed into the kingdom of
God. Hill received good advice, “Go
preach awhile.”

We are not instructed to preach
about the Word or what we think about
the Word or how we got the Word, but
we are to preach the Word. Social, po-
litical, and moral issues are at a low ebb,
however, preaching about them will not
change them. If we preach the Word
and people get saved, they will begin to
live right, and all the other issues will
begin to change.

The following is a quote from Our
Daily Bread, January 2, 2007.

What is important?
How a church can become dis-

tracted from the Great Commission can
be illustrated by the following story. In
Russia in the fateful year of 1917, the

year of the Revolution, the Bolshevik
party was boldly, efficiently, and ruth-
lessly carrying out its plans for revolu-
tion, overturning the oppressive
government of the czars and putting into
place another tyrannical regime charac-
terized by the atheistic philosophy called
communism.

At the very same time, on the very
same day, the largest Christian denomi-
nation in Russia was holding an all-day
meeting. The meeting was filled with
harsh, vindictive conflict, all centered on
one divisive issue. What was the issue?
Was it how the Christian church would
respond to the new government that was
coming into power? Was it how the
church would carry out its mission un-
der the oppression of atheistic rule?

No. The issue was the candles of
the sanctuaries of the Russian churches!
The church was bitterly divided over
whether they should be eighteen inches
or twenty-two inches tall!

The world needs the Gospel!
Candles may not distract us today, but,
most of the time, it is something just as
unimportant. It may seem gigantic in our
eyes, but in eternity it will not even be
remembered.

Does it feed the soul?
The officer in charge of the royal

pew in the chapel at Windsor, England,

by Dr. Edwin G. Moore
European Director for the GPA

This text seems well worn.
Missionaries use it to stress
the importance of taking

the Gospel to foreign lands. Pastors re-
cite it to impress upon their flocks the
importance of reaching people for Christ.
This is right and proper, however, if we
are not careful, we will miss the fact that
we have a commission to preach the
Word and disciple men and women for
Christ.

Paul instructed Timothy this way,
“Preach the word; be instant in season,
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort
with all longsuffering and doctrine”
(2 Timothy 4:2).

It is easy to be distracted by social
issues, political agendas, and ungodly
trends. It is, however, important to real-
ize that the answer to the ills of society,
whether political or ungodly trends, is the
preaching of the Word.

E. V. Hill related the story of how
he became discouraged in his early min-
istry and visited his pastor to seek help.
When he told his pastor his woes, the
old preacher said, “E. V., go preach
awhile!”

Hill said, “But you don’t under-
stand. I am preaching, and nothing is
happening.” Continued on page 12
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Gospel Preacher
Camp Meetings—2008

GPA APPALACHIAN BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP
ASHEVILLE , N ORTH  CAROLINA

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
230 Shelburne Road, Asheville, NC

Dr. Ralph Sexton, Jr., Host Pastor
For more information, call (800)962-1641

September 8-11

noted that King George frequently com-
mented on the sermon as he left the
church. If he had been blessed by it, he
would say in a cheerful voice, “That will
do very well. That will feed souls!” When
the preacher’s delivery was cold and his
words were lifeless and barren of Gos-
pel teaching, he would shake his head
sorrowfully as he left the pew and mut-
ter under his breath, “That won’t do.
That just won’t feed souls!” The king’s
criterion for determining the value of a
sermon is scripturally sound. Ministry of
all kinds, whether oral or written, may
well be judged by the same standard—
does it feed souls?  V

Continued from page 11 . . .
Dear Friend,

August of this year (2007), our church conducted a weeklong commu-
nity outreach. We contacted Bro. Billy Sampson to organize and conduct
this event. Bro. Billy brought in other workers to help, and it was a com-
plete success. We went door to door during the day, and each evening we
had an outdoor service with the preaching and singing going out over the
loud speakers for blocks around. People heard the Gospel, in some cases,
for the first time ever. Through these efforts, four precious souls were saved.

Bro. Billy also introduced us to a missionary who works with young
people. Through this contact, we were able to start a Bible club in the local
public school—that’s right, PUBLIC school! The club teaches the plan of
salvation, using the King James Bible. The school gave us a room at no cost
and sent flyers to 480 homes announcing the club. We had 22 kids at our
first meeting, and now we have more than 30 club members!

None of this would have happened without Bro. Billy and his family.
They have been such a blessing to our church. If you are looking for a worthy
missionary to support, we would like to recommend Bro. Billy Sampson. If
you would like, feel free to contact me, so I can tell you more about how
much we love Bro. Billy and his family.

Sincerely,
Pastor Ben H. Casey, Jr.

Smyrna Missionary Baptist Church
Bridgeview, IL
(708)280-0293

pastorbhc@aol.com

A letter of recommendation for Billy Samp son, GPA Missionary
(For contact info, see Billy’s ad on page 18)

“Fundamental, With Grace and Truth”

NATIONAL CAMP MEETING
LAWRENCEVILLE , G EORGIA

GALILEAN BAPTIST CHURCH
1390 Monfort Road, Lawrenceville, GA
Dr. Tolbert Moore, Host Pastor
For more information, call (800)962-1641

June 2-5

I will take heed to my ways,
that I sin not with my tongue.
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A Threefold Exhortation
Hebrews 10:19-23

by Rev. Dennis Petty, GPA Director of Missions & Evangelism

In virtue of the atoning death of our great High Priest at Calvary, we have been invited into
the Holy Place and given the liberty of access by the blood of Jesus Christ. This is
fallen man’s highest privilege.

Yes, our glorious Redeemer did a mighty work of grace for us. Let us then today live in the
reality of this blessed truth.

“Having therefore”—AMAZING PRIVILEGE; “Let us”—AWESOME RESPONSIBIL-
ITY. Notice the three times we are exhorted to “Let us.”

I. “Let us draw near.” It is an INVIT ATION and has to do with OUR WORSHIP.
The invitation is given to all the people of God, now, to draw near unto God as joyful worshipers. To “draw near” is an

act of the heart or mind, whereby the soul, under the influence of the Spirit, returns to God in all the exercises of wor-
ship and service.

This drawing near requires . . .
A. A CORRECT HEART—“with a true heart.” God requires “truth in the inward parts” (Ps. 51:6) of the worshipers.

The true heart desires only God’s will and way and opposes all hypocrisy.
B. A CONFIDENT FAITH—“in full assurance of faith.” The actual exercise of faith is required in all approaches unto

God in every act of worship. Faith looks away from self and eyes the High Priest.
C. A CLEANSED LIFE—“Having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure wa-

ter.” We see a twofold preparation.
1. INTERNAL PURIFICATION, “Having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience.”

2. EXTERNAL PURIFICATION, “And our bodies washed with pure water.”

Such a life is my duty. Let us draw near in fullness of faith.

II. “Let us hold fast.” It is our  OBLIGA TION and has to do with OUR WITNESS.
This faith is full of joyous confidence and conviction and truly finds an expression in testimony of life and lips. Faith is

here used in two capacities, first, the faith by which we believe, and, secondly, the faith (teaching) which we believe.
This solemn profession of our faith is both initial and continual.

A. THE DUTY—“hold fast.” To hold fast implies putting forth our utmost endeavors in the defense of our profession.
It is one thing to make a profession of faith and quite another to hold fast the same.

B. THE DANGER—“without wavering.” The danger is to drift, to become self-pleasers and men-pleasers. Stand firm.
C. THE DYNAMIC—“for He is faithful that promised.” He will not fail. When you connect the PROMISES with the

PROMISER, as is here done, you have a dynamic for steadfastness. Since God is faithful to us, we ought to be faith-
ful to Him.

III. “Let us consider one another.” This CONSIDERATION has to do with OUR WORK.
We must diligently bear in mind the good of others. Consider signifies a conscientious care. It is a deep concern for one

another. I love the way this is put. “Consider one another.” It is mutual consideration. Christian life brings us into the
broad sweep of each other.

CONSIDERATION—“Let us consider.” STIMULATION—“To provoke.” INSPIRATION—“unto love and to good
works.”

Here is expressed the chief design of our consideration for one another. It is to provoke unto the performance of duties.
Consideration inflames affections and excites godly living. We are to fire one another unto love.

The first “Let us” (vs. 22) is SAVIOURWARD for COMMUNION—faith. The second “Let us” (vs. 23) is
SELFWARD and is our CONFESSION—hope. The third “Let us” (vs. 24) is SAINTWARD to our COMPAN-
IONS—love.

What tremendous exhortations! V
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75 Hawkins Store Rd l Kennesaw, GA 30144
(770)926-7729

Serving Cobb County since 1970

10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Worship Service
06:30 Evening Service

Dr. Victor Bledsoe, Pastor

Rev. Dennis Petty

DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS & EVANGELISM
for The Gospel Preacher Association
Available for Revivals, Camp Meetings,
Bible Conferences, Mission Conferences,

Prospective Missionary Counseling

Office: 1(800)962-1641—Home: (706)779-7970

( (

Dr. Moore can be reached
by e-mail at

RevTolbert_Moore@bellsouth.net

Hebrews 2:1 states: “Therefore
we ought to give the more earnest
heed to the things which we have
heard, lest at any time we should let
them slip.” The word slip means “to
flow by” or “carelessly pass.”

Hebrews 12:27 states: “And this
word, Yet once more, signifieth the re-
moving of those things that are
shaken, as of things that are made,
that those things which cannot be
shaken may remain.”

Revelation 3:2 states: “Be watch-
ful, and strengthen the things which
remain that are ready to die: for
I have not found thy works perfect
before God.”

Fundamentalism began in 1909
by such men as A. C. Dixon

and R. A. Torrey primarily to stand true
to the Holy Scriptures, the doctrine of
Jesus Christ, and the doctrine of salva-
tion by grace through faith. Dr. John R.
Rice, Dr. Lee Roberson, Dr. John
Rawlings, and others were leaders and
champions of the faith in the Indepen-
dent Baptist Movement when I left the
Southern Baptist Convention in 1970.
I said, “They are saying what I believe,
and they are saying it better than I can.”
They were uniters of the Fundamental
Baptist Movement. They did not pro-
mote legalism or Pharisee-ism but put
soul winning first.

The Fundamental Movement grew,
reaching thousands for Christ in the
eighties. Then the movement began to
fracture over minor things, personalities,
and jealousies. I made loud protests stat-
ing that the movement would be weak-
ened and the testimony of many who
promoted the fracture would be dimin-
ished. I was told that I did not know the
issues, and they began to push me aside.
However, I had more formal Bible edu-
cation and knew the doctrines better than
those who were fracturing the unity of
the movement. Time has proven that the
Independent Baptist Movement has
weakened and is now fading as a move-
ment, even though Fundamental believ-
ers are still numerous. More Independent
Fundamental Baptist Bible believers now
say, “I am Independent and belong to
no camp, fellowship, or movement.”

The tragedy is that evangelism,
mission fellowships, honest Bible
preaching, and the overall strength are
becoming anemic. We should make ev-
ery effort to strengthen the things that
remain, stand fast in those things that
cannot be shaken, and not let slip the
power of God that strengthens grace
and truth and blesses the tie that
binds. No wise pastor will promote di-
visions in his church to draw a clique to
himself at the expense of the church’s
fellowship.

The ABF has speakers who are
fundamental, who have grace and
truth , and who are from different
schools and “camps.” They include
speakers from the BBF, from
Southwide, from The Sword of the Lord,
and graduates from Crown, Temple, Bob
Jones, Liberty, Trinity, and others, and
some who did not go to Bible college, all
with a great spirit and Bible messages.

IN ORDER TO STRENGTHEN BOTH, MAKE THE ADVERTISEMENT
EASIER, AND THE FUND RAISING SIMPLER, WE HAVE MERGED THE
GPA AND THE ABF. THE SEPTEMBER 2008 MEETING (MONDAY, SEP-
TEMBER 8TH, THROUGH THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11TH) AT TRINITY
BAPTIST CHURCH IN ASHEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA, DR. RALPH
SEXTON, JR, PASTOR, WILL BE . . .

THE GPA APPALACHIAN BAPTIST  FELLOWSHIP

&
THE GOSPEL PREA CHER ASSOCIA TION

APP ALA CHIAN BAPTIST FELL OWSHIP

MER GE
by Dr. Tolbert Moore

President of The Gospel Preacher Association
Moderator of the Appalachian Baptist Fellowship

Continued on page 16
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. . . For Women of Distinction . . .

Dr. Joe C. Chapman, Pastor

2775 Montague Ave-Ext
Greenwood

South Carolina 29649
(864)229-6553

Christian School—Bible Institute
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

hat a beautiful picture is
preserved here in Scripture
for you and me to view.

I truly feel, ladies, we will be wise to
evaluate ourselves and see how we mea-
sure up.

At the time of this story in Mark
14, the shadows were gathering as the
hour neared for our Lord to approach
the cross. In these verses, we have
a woman who graciously did what she
could by giving an offering which Mark
describes as “very precious” and John
describes in John 12 as “very costly.”
Others around Mary did not appreciate
what she did, but HE (Jesus) was
blessed!

“She hath done what she could.”
This seems to say there were things she
could NOT do. Should this not encour-
age you and me to find what we CAN
do and get to the task?

Mary  gave what was probably her
most prized possession—very costly,
fragrant ointment stored in an alabaster
box which had to be broken to be given.

The widow cast her mite into the
treasury. It seemed little to those around,
but HE saw the value of her giving. She
gave all.

Esther risked her very life to save
the Jewish people. She willingly did what
Mordecai could not do. Esther went
before the King.

The little maid who waited on
Naaman’s wife recommended Naaman
go speak to the prophet Elisha who
could recover him of his leprosy, which
he did when Naaman obeyed and did
what she said to do.

Dorcas used her ability as
a seamstress to make coats and gar-
ments for others. She is described as
being full of good works and almsdeeds
(Acts 9:36-43).

Hannah prayed making her re-
quest known to HIM, and she was given
a son.

Even Pilate’s wife, an unbeliever,
sent a message to her husband at a time
she probably knew he didn’t want to be
bothered saying, “Have thou nothing to

do with that just man,”  because of
a dream she had.

What about you and me? Can HE
say of you, “She hath done what she
could”? Oftentimes we draw up a men-
tal list of what we determine as impor-
tant things to be done for God. We
examine that list and conclude, “I can’t
do any of those things. My little would
never amount to anything,” and so we
do nothing!

Others recognize abilities God has
given them but are unwilling to sacri-
fice their time and energy to give their
all which HE so deserves.

Look again at the statement—“she
hath done what she could.” The what
implies she gave to the utmost limit.
Could tells us she gave according to her
ability.

There is quite a contrast between
Mary’s gift and the widow’s gift in our
realm of measuring.

Esther’s what she could put her
very life in jeopardy, thus, taking more
courage than the little maid’s what she
could.

Pilate’s wife, so far as we know,
had only a dream to motivate her. You
and I have had years in the knowledge
of our Saviour and, yet, we are so slow
in giving testimony for Him. This hea-
then woman puts us to shame, does she
not?

Are you willing to pray and ask God
for courage and wisdom to speak the
right word in the right way at the right
time—to make you a witness for Him
right where you are? Are you willing to
pray, “Lord, help me respond as did
Mary with her alabaster box of costly
ointment, as did the widow with her mite,
as the little maid with her recommenda-
tion of the prophet in Israel, as Esther
with her willingness to risk all, as Hannah
with her fervent prayer, and as Dorcas
with the labor of her hands”? May it be
said by HIM of YOU, “She hath done
what she could.”  V

She Hath Done

What She Could
Mark 14:8

by Amelia P. Petty
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Cor nerStone Ba ptist Chur c h

Pastor Peter Guenther Building Families by Faith

34 Graham St.
Woodstock, Ontario

Canada, N4S 6J6
(519)537-0125

1430 Michigan Street
Hammond, IN 46320

Church (219)937-0119
Home (219)558-2025

THERE IS ONLY ONE ROAD TO HEAVEN

Bill Hayes, Pastor

The CrossRoad Church

Evangelist Jim Roland
AVAILABLE FOR MEETINGS IN SERMON OR SONG

300 West Christine Road, Nottingham, Pennsylvania 19362
Cell-(336)432-7355

Southland Bible InstituteSouthland Bible InstituteSouthland Bible InstituteSouthland Bible InstituteSouthland Bible Institute

Training that Prepares for Service

238 W. Southland Drive
Ashland, KY 41102

(606)928-5127

Dr. Arnold Adams—President

inappropriately use Scripture to mislead
people concerning the work and meth-
ods of God. Remember, I stated earlier
that the strength of any lie is the truth
that is mixed with it.

May we be very careful, because
God is not mocked. Many political people
are mocking Christ or Christianity. They
are making fun, making light. They are
setting it at naught to their own peril re-
ally. Others are deceiving people for
gain—for money, influence, and power
to build their own cause.

God help us not to be deceivers,
and, also, God help us not to be deceived.
Look first and last at the Word of God.
God bless you.  V

VOLUSIA COUNTY
BAPTIST CHURCH

261 S Orange Avenue
Orange City, Florida 32763

(386)774-0181

Dr. John Reynolds, Pastor

Are You
Deceived?

Continued from page 8 . . .

Continued from page 14 . . .

GPA & ABF Merge

These men strengthen each other in the
faith and in our stand for Christ and the
Bible, so we can face the secularist, the
ACLU, and Americans United. We not
only know and love the Bible, but also
our great country, America, a country
under God.

I am confident that THE GPA
APPALACHIAN BAPTIST FEL-
LOWSHIP  will continue to stand for
the fundamentals of the faith with love,
compassion, grace, and a good spirit in
our meetings. I ask you to help in the
strengthening of those truths in a right
spirit. Pray for the fellowship and sup-
port the fellowship financially. Make
checks payable to the GPA or ABF.
Send them to the GPA–ABF, P O Box
465177, Lawrenceville, GA 30042-5177,
and encourage others to join in this vital
effort.  V
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GALILEAN BAPTIST CHURCH
“Home of the GPA”

1390 Monfort Road, Lawrenceville, GA
Dr. Tolbert Moore, Host Pastor

For more information, call (770)995-7045

Celebrating 21 Years of Ministry
1987-2008

Another Opportunity to Be and to Receive a Great Blessing
IT
IS
THAT
TIME
AGAIN! June 2-5, 2008

Everyone is in need of refreshing, encouragement, and fellowship from time to time. Coming to the National
GPA Camp Meeting will strengthen all those who come.

Each year we give you the opportunity to sponsor a missionary for the meeting. For $140.00 each (double
occupancy) or $280.00 per couple you can sponsor a missionary.

These are some of the GPA missionary families who may come this year: Marcus & Jodi Ball, Archie Burton,
Randy & Brenda Bush, Chad & Wendy Carr, Chet Cooper, Johnny & Sabra Davis, Jon & Tonya Harman, Carl
& Nancy Hewlett, Tom & Rebecca Hicks, Don & Judy Jackson, Andrew Jeremiah, Jerry & Linda Key, T. J.
Lawhon, Ed & Nina Moore, Jay & Michelle Noland, Jason & Kelly Perlak, Dennis & Amelia Petty, Christian &
Sarah Punzalan, Jim & Darlene Roland, Billy & Jane Sampson, and Plato & Ann Shepherd.

If you would like to sponsor a missionary (or missionary family), send all donations to:
The GPA, PO Box 465177, Lawrenceville, GA 30042-5177.

Your help in the past has truly been a great blessing.

13th  ANNUAL   NATIONAL   GPA  CAMP  MEETING

a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a

June 2-5, 2008

Reservations for lodging can

be made through the GPA office.

Please call for room information.

The noon meal will be

provided at the church.

Monday PM - Thursday PM
Ladies’ Session at 9:30 AM

Men’s Devotion & Prayer 9:30 AM

Morning Services—10:30 AM
Evening Services—7:00 PM

Monday evening’s featured speaker:
Dr. Tony Hutson

“Fundamental, With Grace and Truth”

Plan to attend the 13th annual

GOSPEL PREACHER ASSOCIATION

NATIONAL CAMP MEETING
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Would you like to know more about Roman Catholic
doctrine and be able to witness more effectively to Roman
Catholics?

The CONVERSION CENTER (founded over 50 years
ago) would like to help you. Write for a free current catalog
and free sample tracts.

THE CONVERSION CENTER, INC.

PO Box 265
Carthage, NC 28327-0265 Phone Toll Free: 1-800-631-8220

GOYEN HILLS BAPTIST CHURCH
IKE QUINN , Pastor

Highway 21 West
Nacogdoches, Texas 75964

(936)560-5131

Contact Billy
through the GPA
or directly at
(219)989-8826
or e-mail at
sampsonmusic
@juno.com
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“We are willing to go and help any mission pastor that is preach-
ing and teaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ and is sincerely
interested in evangelistic outreach.”

School Outreach Gospel Concerts Tent Revivals

2235 Spero Road
Randleman

North Carolina 27317
Tommy Kidd

Pastor

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH

(336)672-1927

Island Ford
Baptist Church

Holding forth the Word of Life (Phil. 2:6)

Conard Hatfield, Pastor

2124 Highway 67
Jonesville, NC 28642
(336)835-4260

Continued from page 5 . . .

    My Life’s
             Convictions

or distress, or persecution, or famine,
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As
it is written, For thy sake we are killed
all the day long; we are accounted
as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all
these things we are more than con-
querors through him that loved us.
For I am persuaded, that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor prin-
cipalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, Nor
height, nor depth, nor any other crea-
ture, shall be able to separate us from
the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.”

I became quite convinced that the
change in me was permanent and that
I was eternally saved—not by my good
works, and not because I deserved it,
but by grace through faith in Jesus Christ
and His finished work on Calvary.

Through the years, people would
say, “Oh, I know better than that. I know
people who were saved and walked with
the Lord. They were happy in the Lord,
but now they won’t even go to church.
They won’t have anything to do with it,
so they are lost now.”

Well, I had to study that. I began
to realize that what I mean when I say
that I am saved, and what I believe the
Bible means when it says that you are
saved, is not the same as people who
think that you are saved providing you
continue and persevere. You are not kept
by your perseverance, but you are kept
by the power of God through faith.
God does the keeping.

Now, I realize that some people get
converted to Christianity, but they are
not converted to Christ. They simply unite
with a church and are baptized, and they
believe that is all it takes. However,
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there has to be a fundamental change, a
new birth. The Bible says in John 3:3:
“Jesus answered and said unto him,
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except
a man be born again, he cannot see
the kingdom of God.”

So, I rest assured in my heart con-
cerning my eternal salvation. That is
what the Bible calls it. The words of
Jesus in John 10:27-29 say, “My sheep
hear my voice, and I know them, and
they follow me: And I give unto them
eternal life; and they shall never per-
ish, neither shall any man pluck them
out of my hand. My Father, which
gave them me, is greater than all; and
no man is able to pluck them out of
my Father’s hand.”

I don’t believe that you can be lost
after you are saved, if you are truly born
again. Now, like I said, if you are con-
verted to some kind of religion, then that
is different. In fact, some religions don’t
even teach salvation, but the Gospel of
Jesus Christ teaches salvation through
faith in Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 2:8-9 says, “For by
grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God: Not of works, lest any man
should boast.”

Then, of course, the Scripture ex-
plains in Romans 5:1-2: “Therefore be-
ing justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ: By whom also we have access
by faith into this grace wherein we
stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory
of God.”

I rejoice to know that I am His,
and that I am His forever. Live or die,
sink or swim, as one of my friends says,
I am still His.

I hope this is a blessing to you, be-
cause this is my lifetime conviction.  V

“And being made perfect, he became
the author of eternal salvation  unto all

them that obey him”—Heb 5:9

Search
the
Scriptures!


